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Our duty with this publication fs extremely 

simple, and having no desire to complicate 

our task, we shall make it as easy as long 
extracts and short comments will per- 
mitus. We have already noticed a Trea- 
tise on Deformities, written by the same 
author. Since the appearance of that work 

(for an account of which see Tur Lancer, 

No. 352), Mr. Beale has changed his mind 

with regard to some of the opinions which 

it contains, and instead, therefore, of pub- 
lishing at present a new edition of the trea- 
tise, he prints these supplementary obser- 
vations in a separate form,—a plan which 
we highly approve, and one which it would 
be more just to the public, and wiser for 
authors, oftener to pursue. The proper time 
for a second edition will have arrived when 
the impressions of both the original work 
andthe supplement have been sold. By the 
usual course of proceeding, purchasers of 
first editions are saddled with what, in the 
eyes of the trade, is considered a valueless 
work, and are compelled, if they desire to 
have such additions as the author has to 
make to his volume, to buy the whole book 
over again. ‘There are occasions which jus- 
tify a deviation from the plan which we 
recommend, but the majority Ss are 
such as in fairness demand its adoption. 

Farther,-Mr. Beale wishes to elicit from 

others such criticisms and opinions as the 

matter discussed in this pamphlet is calcu- 
lated to demand, ‘before he “s to its 
predecessor. 

To recount the new views which have 

(to use a convenient but illegitimate phrase). 
No. 413, 


obtained within the last few years on the 
subject of ‘‘ nervous disorders,” would be 
a waste of our space. It is now generally 
admitted, that to an irritable state of the 
spinal cord, or its immediate adjuncts, may 
be traced a host of what were, formerly, in 
their pathology, and are yet, in their treat- 
ment, amongst the most perplexing of mala- 
dies. Still it is desirable, observes our 
author, that “ additional facts should be 
recorded to confirm these opinions.” 
Eschewing then all but the facts, we pro- 
ceed to submit so much of it to the notice of 
our readers. Our copy is what is called a 
“* presentation copy.” Were it worth wast- 
ing avy feeling at all on the subject, the 
circimstance would excite our ‘contempt. 
Mr. Beale is, we understand, one of an un- 
happy crew, the leisure half of whose lives 
is spent in attempts to defame the principles 
of the Editor of this Journal. The motives 
of that party it would be superfluous to make 
public in this place. Those who have watch- 
ed the course of medical politics during the 
last seven years, and the stealthy steps 
which the various assassins of reputation 
have taken behind the backs of indepen- 
dent and intrepid surgical reformers, are too 
well acquainted with the proceedings of our 
enemies to need any exposure of them here. 
The honourable portion, the immense majo- 
rity of the profession, know them intimately 
and despise them thoroughly, and so too 
do we ourselves, while, for the thousandth 
we render strict justice to a 
not less bitter, foe. 

Curvature of the spine necessarily 
one-half of the cireumference of the spinal 
chord and compresses the other. The fibres 
composing theinner surface of a hoop are 
brought into oloser contact than those in the 
middle, whilethe exterior fibres are elon- 
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same effects follow curvature of the verte- {ness how much disturbance a very slight in- 
bral column. Disturbances such as these| flection of the spine could occasion in the 


undoubtedly do not always affect the health 


heart and lungs, and how readily it was allay- 


ed, by directing the treatment to the primary 


of the deformed party; that is to say, they malady. This treatment has, in my hands, 


do not always oocasion disorder or pain; oT | been 


simple, consisting chiefly in regu- 


even inconvenience to which habit will not| lation of the bowels, suitable diet, this being 
fully reconcile the sufferer; but permanent| Utritive without pampering ; tonics, espe- 


curvature, with very few exceptions indeed, 
perhaps without any, checks the growth, 
and in a multitude of cases materially de- 
ranges some function of the body. “ If 
the primary curvature,” says the author, 
** occur in the upper dorsal region, the 
respiratory organs are principally affected ; 
the lower dorsal, or lumbar region, be 
seat of disease, we have derangement 
of the functions of digestion, and sometimes 
those of generation.” 
It may be no compliment to Mr. Beale 
for us to make the first extract from a por- 
tion of the work which is not his own, but 
our politeness must yield to our sense of 
the excellence which distinguishes the fol- 
lowing remarks by Dr. E. Barlow, of Bath, 
who, in a letter to the author, thus clearly, 
concisely, and sensibly, expresses his views 
on this subject, They contain also, and are 
quoted as confirming, the opinions of Mr. 
Beale, on a variety of points, At the same 
time we may be permitted to say, that the 
whole forms one of the most elegant and cor- 
rectly-written passages with which we have 
lately met in a medical work. 


“ For many years, lateral curvature in its 
incipient stage had attracted my observa- 
tion, first, from remarking the incidental de- 
rangements of health so often attendant on 
it, and afterwards from tracing back such de- 
Tangements to curvature, in cases where 
that was not conspicuous. This latter course 
of invéstigation has led me oftentimes to de- 
tect incipient curvature where none had 
been suspected,jand hence to adapt the 
treatment to the primary derangement, with 

t satisfaction to myself and benefit to 
parties concerned. I had seen, in con- 
nexion with lateral curvature, hurried re- 
ion, short cough, palpitation, hyste 

, with a host of other nervous derange- 
ments, all yielding readily to proper treat- 
ment of the spine and improvement of the 
ral health. When I afterwards met with 
sywptoms, unattended by the consti- 
tutional derangements which usually accom- 
pany them when resulting from inflammatory 
affection of the | or heart, I suspected 
ine, and was led to look more closely 


pecially quinine, sometimes steel, recum- 
bent posture alternated with exercise of the 
spine, cold sponging, shower-bath, partial 
exercise of the muscles of the back by 
means of the weight and pulley, with the 
cord attached to the bead, I have used with 
advantage ; but, in the incipient cases to 
which I allude, the simpler means in gene- 
ral suffice. From repeated examination of 
such cases, my impression had long been, 
that in them the dorsal curve was that 
which first occurred, the countervailing bend 
afterwards taking place below. It is very 
possible that my scrutiny might not have 
been conducted with sufficient accuracy ; 
and while I still retain my original belief, [ 
by no means contend that 1 may not be 
wrong. My reasons for the belief were, 
that in the earlier stages [ saw only the 
slight curve between the scapul@, and that 
the raised shoulder and protruding scapula 
occurred where no projection of hip was 
ogee In short, I doubted not of the 
act, noramI yet convinced, even by Mr. 
Beli’s highly ingenious explanation of the 
tise and progress of lateral curvatures, that 
I am wrong. He considers the first bend 
in the lumbar vertebra to teke place in the 
standing posture, It may be so in many 
instances, but I cannot believe it to be so in 
all. In those which I have seen in the in- 
cipient stage, the parties had not been ac- 
customed to long standing. They sat much, 
and were accustomed to make forced efforts 
towards keeping the trunk of the body erect, 
when the natural strength was inadequate. 
This state of weakness can never be dis- 
guised, Even under ordinary medical ex- 
amination, enough occurs to display it, 
which no observant practitioner can mis- 
tate, The party makes a foreed effort to 
sit erect; in a few moments the effort re- 
laxesand the spine yields, the trunk sen- 
sibly sinking, the chest becoming flattened, 
and the back arched. When this degree of 
weakness exists, the spine is never safe, it 
is sure to yield in some direction, and the 
early inflection begets a long train of ner- 
vous, thoracic, and other disturbances, 

such cases, whether curvature be discover- 
able or not, | enjoin the parties to take re- 
fuge in the recumbent posture, whenever 
they feel that they cannot support them- 
selves, alternating this as much as ible 
with active exercise. So long as the dor- 
sal muscles are in action, the mischief can- 
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DISEASE FROM DISTORTIONS OF THE SPINE, 


these muscles by local and constitutional 
means, is the only effectual cure. The cure, 
too, is not difficult when commenced early 
and judiciously pursued. So long as the 
weakness continues, there is no security, 
save in avoiding the —s posture when- 
ever the trunk cannot be fully supported. 
I have found a great advantage in this re- 
spect in dispensing with the ‘ board,’ as it 
is termed, and converting a common sofa 
into an inclined plane. This is readily 
done by any carpenter, a plane raised to 
seven or eight inches at one end, and ter- 
minating in a point, being slipped under 
the cushion. This arrangement excites no 
observation, a consideration of some moment 
where feelings are sensitive ; it is always at 
hand, and will be used freely, when the for- 
mality and display of lying down on the 
ream | would be repulsive. From the sen- 
sible relief afforded, it becomes the favourite 
Tepose; and no time being enjoined, the 
parties lie down and use exercise alternately, 
precisely as the most accurate judgment 
would direct. Sometimes there is preju- 
dice to encounter, especially in school 

The young lady is accused of neglecting 
her ‘carriage.’ Under remonstrance, per- 
haps reproot, she can draw herself up, and 
the power of doing so being thys demon- 
strated, obstinacy is imputed, the total in- 
ability to sustain the forced effort being 
wholly overlooked. In this way, much in- 


justice is practised against these weakly 
creatures, much injury inflicted. Your ac- 
knowledgment that curvature occasionally 
originates with the dorsal vertebra, is sa- 


tisfactory to me, as showing that cases have 
occ to others in which the dorsal bend 
was the earliest. The difference, however, 
is of little moment, a common origin being 
acknowledged in both cases, and the prin- 
ciples of treatment being consequently the 
same. I am the more pleased to see this 


matter subjected to free discussion, from the | 


light which this cannot fail to shed on many 
derangements of female health, in which a 
mistake of their real nature leads to much 
maltreatment. Young females have been 
brought to me with alleged disease of the 
heart, phthisis, &c., whose maladies, trace- 
able to muscular weakness and incurvated 
Spine, have readily yielded to such treat- 
ment as J have mentioned ; while bleeding, 
digitalis, and remedies of this class, would 
have sunk their powers and accelerated their 
fate. Had either disease actually existed, 
the treatment employed must have failed. 
I have seen local excitement enough to 
mislead an unwary practitioner into bleed- 
ing and depletory treatment, which, how- 
ever it might abate symptoms, must, by 
icreasing weakness, aggravate the real 

sease, These cases require close discri- 
mination, for it does happen that the pulmo- 


nary disturbance leads to a state of conges- 
tion and inflammation, so as even to ire 
the lancet to be used; but these cases differ 
widely from primary inflammation of the 
chest, and require the treatment to be modi- 


We add the paragraph which is imme- . 
diately subjoined by Mr. Beale for the rea« 
son expressed in the closing sentence. 

“* Many cases of spinal curvature have 
their origin in the dorsal region, and the 
convexity of the curvature is sometimes 
directed towards the left side. Sometimes 
the whole dorsal and lumbar vertebra are 
implicated in one curve; at otbers the cur- 
vature is confined to four or six dorsal ver- 
tebre. Such cases cannot arise from mus- 
cular debility, or from position or bad habits 
of sitting, stdnding, or lying; they occur 
from a very early age to 12 or 14, in chil- 
dren of bad constitution, of hereditary or 
acquired strumous habit. The disease is in 
the fibrous tissues connecting the vertebra, 
of a precisely similar nature to that which 
occurs in the hip and knee-joints of subjects 
of a similar habit. This disease o 
fibro-cartilages has not attracted much at- 
tention in this country, but on the Conti- 
nent, and especially by Delpech, numerous 
cases of lateral curvature have been traced 
to it. I shall not here euter into a detail 
of the symptoms, but shaJl refer to the tenth 
chapter of my Treatise on Deformities, where 
l have endeavoured to concentrate all that 
is known on the subject. One of the objects 
of the present tract is, to call the attention 
of my professional brethren to this subject, 
that by accumulated observations we may 
be enabled to elucidate the real nature of 
the disease, and adopt sound treatment.” 

One of the earliest texts on which the 
author dwells, is the extent to which dis« 
tortion of the spine exists in this country, 
He is, perhaps, an alarmist on this head, 
«* From a variety of causes (he says) lateral 
curvature of the spine has of late years be- 
come so common, that there is hardly a 
family in the middle or upper ranks of society 
in this country which has not one or more 
of its members so afflicted.” Nay, he goes 
so far as to say that there are very few re~ 
spectable females at all in this isle of beauty 
(beauty of face then it must be, and not of 
figure) who are quite straight, compelling 
us to believe that milliners and dressmakers 
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their art must thus be one entirely of dis- 
guise. His subsequent remark may be very 
correct, that “a small degree of curvature 
exists in numerous instances without being 
suspected ; but if excesses of deformity are 
very seldom indeed to be seen or suspected 
in our daily walks, and small degrees of un- 


* suspected curvature occur only “ in nume- 


rous instances,” the opinion that distortion 
exists almost universally is not made out, but 
will, if Mr. Beale do not take care, become 
the same “ sort of scarecrow ” in his oracu- 
lar cavity, which he says “ inflammation ” 
is in the mouths of some other practitioners 
who are nameless, 

‘* The causes which give rise to this 
widely-spread calamity, are very uumer- 
ous and very different. ‘here are various 
kinds and degrees of lateral curvature, some 
arising from a single, some from a combina- 
tion of several of these causes. The origin 
of different cases may be traced to the tol- 
lowing :—a softened state of the bony parts 
of the spine—chronic inflammation of the 

ilages and ligaments of the vertebre— 
the long-continued operation of peculiar 
attitudes, tight-laciug, &c.—contraction of 
one of the sides of the chest from inflamma- 
tion, and destruction of a portion of lung by 
abscess—overgrowth, especially when ope- 
rating in conjunction with the debilitating 
effects of some of the diseases iar to 
childhood, as scarlet fever, &c.” 

The softened state of the bony parts of 
the spine is the malady of children. It is 
the result of mal-treatment by mothers and 
, Burses, and of residence in the unsuitabie 

atmosphere of towns, giving rise to dis- 
ordered action of the nutrient organs. 
There is no occasion for us to enlarge on 
the symptoms and treatment of rachitis. 

Chronic inflammation of the cartilages and 
ligaments of the vertebrz is a cause of spinal 
curvature which operates on children of a 
lymphatic or strumous habit, between the 
ages of six and fourteen, and most common- 
ly in girls. The following are cases which 
were treated on the principle that this was 
the cause of mischief in the portion of the 
spine where the seat of the disease was in- 
dicated either by a curvature, or by pain or 
uneasiness on pressure, 

EXCESSIVE DEBILITY FROM SPINAL 
CURVATURE. 

“F, S. m to complain at the age of 
accessions of fever, tenderness on pressure 
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at the pit of the stomach ; the uterine func- 
tions not regular. On examination of the 
spine at the age of 19, a considerable dis- 
tortion was discovered. The body was 
much emaciated from two years’ suffering, 
and the spinal curvature being attributed to 
weakness, a residence at Harrogate, and 
the use of the waters, were prescribed. At 
first some improvement took place in the 
health, but after atime the deformity in- 
creased, the lumbar and lower dorsal verte- 
bre formed a curvature, the convexity of 
which was to the right, the upper part of 
the spine having a countervailing bend to 
the left. The recumbent position on a firm 
mattress, with daily moderate extension, 
sensibly diminished the curvature, while 
regulated exercises, and the internal exhi- 
bition of steel, improved the health and in- 
creased the strength. Frictions on each 
side of the lumbar vertebra tended to relax 
the contractions and rigidity the muscles 
and ligaments had acquired from long-con- 
tinued disarrangement. 

«© Remarks.—This had been a case of 
chronic inflammation of the fibro-cartilages 
of the lumbar vertebre ; the effects of the 
disease alone remained when it came under 
my notice, and the deformity of the spine 
and excessive debility alone required to be 
attended to. The curvature now remaining 
is very slight, and I have no doubt that 
perseverance in the course of exercise pre- 
scribed, with attention to diet and regimen, 
will remove it. In such cases the deformity 
might be altogether prevented in the early 
stages of the disease; by strict repose, re- 
peated leeching, counter-irritation, and at- 
tention to the geveral health, that thicken- 
ing and softening of the cartilages in which 
this variety of curvature originates would 
not take place. The following case is also 
one of chronic inflammation of the fibro- 
cartilages, but which being arrested at an 
early stage, was accompanied with only a 
very slight distortion,” 

DISORDER OF THE CHEST AND STOMACH, 

“© A girl of 12, of fair complexion, blue 
eyes, languid circulation, and other indica- 
tions of a lymphatic temperament, had long 
been subject to a variety of disorders of the 
chest and stomach. Sometimes attacks of 
— and cough, sometimes pain and 
tenderness in the epigastric region, &c.; 
these symptoms had been treated in the 
usual manner, but with no complete suc- 
cess, for the attacks still recu as fast as 
they were to appearance subdued. Com- 
‘omper of slight uneasiness in the back, 

er spine was examined, when a tendency 


to curvature was found implicating the 
whole lumbar and dorsal vertebre; and 
there was much pain on pressure about the 
11th and 12th dorsal vertebra, In the res 
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DISTORTION OF THE SPINE. 


cumbent position the deformity did not dis- 
appear, nor could extension with prudence 
be employed ; this is one mark of distinc- 
tion between these cases and those result- 
ing from muscular debility. In this case, 
in all probability, there was chronic inflam- 
mation and lymphatic infiltration into all 
the fibro-cartilages, from about the first 
dorsal to the third lumbar vertebrez ; there 
was a general inclination of the trunk to- 
wards the left side, the curvature not having 
existed long enough to have caused a coun- 
tervailing bend to the left. A strict re- 
cumbent position was ordered to be main- 
tained; a few leeches were applied daily 
for four days, and afterwards two successive 
blisters; the bowels were kept free by dec. 
aloes com. In about a month, all pain on 
pressure having ceased, tinct. ferri mur. was 
prescribed ; and, after three months’ repose, 
all deformity had disappeared, the health 
was much improved, and there had been no 
recurrence of mischief eighteen months 
afterwards, 

“In this case the fibro-cartilages were 
increased in thickness, and diminished in 
tenacity; the connecting media of the ver- 
tebre being relaxed, the weight of the body 
and the action of the muscles drew it to- 
wards the right side, and had the disease 
been neglected, permanent deformity would 
have ensued.” 


The recumbent position forms the most 
essential part of the treatment,—not on an 
inclined plane, that pressure on the diseased 
parts may be avoided. Leeches should then 
be applied,— 


“Not in great numbers (for the disease 
is chronic, and the patient generally blood- 
less), to the part of the spine which exhi- 
bits pain on pressure. The application 
should be repeated daily, or every two or 
three days, according to circumstances ; in 
all chronic diseases more benefit is derived 
from the repeated application of a small num- 
ber of leeches, than of a larger number once 
or twice ; the malady is of slow growth, and 
its decline will be likewise tedious, Blis- 
ters are useful, but not to the same degree 
as the repeated application of leeches or 
cupping. Caustic issues always do mischief 
—in almost every instance that I have 
watched where caustics have been made, 
the irritation to the system has been most 
injurious, I have been obliged toallow the 
issues to be healed from the suffering they 
produce ; the subjects of these spinal dis- 
eases are generally of a very sensitive, 
irritable habit; their nerves appear to 
feel more acutely than the generality of 
other persons, and the peculiarly distressing 
nature of their complaints renders them 
peevish and highly susceptible, I am quite 


sure that unremitting rest will, in the ma- 
jority of cases, supersede the necessity of - 
issues. In young children, more especially 
under the age of four, caustic issues are very 
distressing, and I think the same remark will 
equally apply to setons,”” 


The functions of digestion are to be kept 
“in tolerable order,” as an important addi- 
tion to the process of cure. 

Particular attitudes, want of exercise, 
tight stays, &c., are the exciting causes of 
lateral curvature at all ages. We need quote 
but little from our author here, for he 
himself resorts to copious quotations. Of 
course he deprecates a long continuance in 
any position, sedentary occupations, and all 
those attenuations of our modern sylphs, in 
which Vistirin and her imps delight. The 
remedy is in the hands of sensible fathers, 
and on them be the affliction of having 
crooked daughters if they suffer their chil- 
dren to attempt to attract the admiration of 
men of vitiated and disgusting inclinations, 
by the exhibition of small waists. The 
author approves of the use of instrumen®& to 
support the spine, only as adjuvauts to such 
other treatment as would be pursued by all 
well-educated practitioners, and so long as 
the period of life affords a hope of cure. 
After this they are useful in preventing an 
increase of deformity, and as conducing to 
the comfort of the wearer. Speaking of 
exercise he says— 

‘The health always suffers in cases of 
lateral curvature, primarily or secondarily, 
and it is surprising to witness the effect of 
exercise in improving it. Where any de- 
gree of perseverance in exercise is observed, 
the health speedily improves, and, if the 
diet be at the same time judicious, little or 
no medicine will be required. The great 
desideratum in these cases is perseverance, 
with which almost all may be benefitted, 
but without it no method of treatment will 
avail. In the exercises usually adopted it is 
essential to fix the pelvis, in order that the 
body should bend at the loins, and the mus- 
cles of the back be called into action, other- 
wise the whole trank with the pelvis, will 
move on the heads of the thigh-bones. This 
circumstance will also point out the absur- 
dity of expecting benefit to result from 
exercise while a patient is wearing a steel 
support, the very object of which is to fix 
the spine immoveably on the pelvis, and 
thus prevent all possibility of exercise to 
the muscles of the back and loins. Whena 
mechanical support is used, it should be in 
the intervals of exercise alone, to be taken 
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off on every occasion when the éxercises are 
resumed.”—p. 54. 

In a few cases, which we shall now quote, 
will be found illustrations of the leading facts 
referred to, or yet remaining unnoticed. 
It is very proper on the appearance of 
symptoms, such as are therein described, to 
pay minute attention to the spine, in 
order to detect derangements in it, if they 
exist, before the treatment is commenced, 
but at the same time it must be remember- 
ed, that as these cases tend to establish a 
principle, it will be proper that through over 
zeal for its confirmation the scrutinising 
eyes of medical attendants do not fix upon 
a cause for the disease which has, after all, 
little or nothing to do with it. In the first 
case which we transcribe, the lumbar ver- 
tebre were found, at the commencement, 
“to bend slightly towards the left side;” 
and nearly at the consummation of the treat- 
ment the curvature still had such an ex- 
ibtence, that it is obliged to be spoken of 
as Wing “ hardly perceptible.” It is no- 
where said that it entirely disappeared. 


CASE OF SLIGHT CURVATURE. 


“« Miss , aged 16, tall and thin, 
had about a year before suffered from an at- 
tack of scarlet fever, which had much ener- 
vated her, She complained of lassitude, 
weakness, want of refreshing sleep, rising 
in the morning with aching limbs, and as 
much weariness as would be felt after great 
fatigue ; her complexion was pale and sal- 
low, her appetite bad, and she often bad 
slight febrile attacks in the evening. These 

toms had beea treated as consequent 


evacuations were scanty, irregular, and un- 
healthy ; she was much troubled with that 
peculiar noise in the bowels so common to 
nervous women, and those who lace tight; 
the catamenia had not yet appeared. The 
most comfortable position was lying on the 
back. The curvature in the loins was very 
slight, so little that the ribs did not appear 
in the least distorted, and it was removable 
by the slightest extension, The treatment 
consisted of the recumbent position, the ap- 
plication of several successive blisters, gen- 
tle aperients, and alteratives. When the 
fever had passed away, and the pain in the 

ack was removed, small doses of quinine 
were administered; gentlé exercise was 
permitted, but still the recumbent position 
was strictly enforced in the intervals of ex- 
ercise, A few months’ perseverance in this 
simple treatment restored the health, and 
the curvature in the loins became hardly 
perceptible, Still 1 thought it right to re- 
commend strict attention to the health, es- 
ocampe | the functions of nutrition, for I 

ave no doubt that any circumstance which 
would again derange the health, would de- 
bilitate the muscles of the back, impair the 
tenacity of the connecting ligaments and 
cartilages of the spine, and allow the weight 
of the upper parts of the body again to bear 
it out of its natural position, 

** Remarks.—Iin this case attention was 
fortunately directed to the vertebral column 
at a very early period of the curvature, 
when the disease was in a very incipient 
stage. The distortion was not fixed, for 
the smallest extension removed the curva- 
ture, ard while the patient remained in the 
horizontal position it did not recur. 


VARIOUS AFFECTIONS PROM SPINAL 
IRRITATION. 


“ Miss B., aged 19, had been long sub- 


on derangement of the digestive organs, | ject to coughs; had been considered, during 


Sometime after the commencement of these 
attacks, pain was felt in the back, but was 
at first disregarded, under the idea that it 
arose from circumstances to be expected at 
this period of life. However, as her health 
did not improve under the treatment pre- 
scribed, the back was examined, and the 
upper lumbar vertebra were found to bend 
slightly towards the left side. Pain was 
felt on pressure at each side of the spine, 
and on tapping the spinous processes, espe: 
cially that of the second lumbar vertebra, 
She now complained of frequent headachs ; | 
there was some accession of fever in the 
evening ; the pain in the back was described 
as dull and heavy; a sense of constriction 
was felt over the stomach, which organ was 
very irtitable, and often rejected its con- 
tents. There was little or no disturbance 
in the thoracic or The functions of 


digestion were impaired; the alvine 


the winter of 1829-30, to be labouring under 
ey ae and inflammation of the liver; 
er difficulty of breathing at times was so 
great as to appear to threaten suffocation— 
her bowels were extremely torpid, and the 
attacks of supposed pneumonia and inflam- 
mation of the liver repeatedly recurred. 
The treatment to which she was subjected 
necessarily weakened her; and in the last 
summer she was removed to the coast, 
where she in some degree recovered her 
strength: On ber return to town she was 
extremely delicate and weak, her appetite 
capricious, her bowels inactive without me- 
dicine; she still had frequent attacks of 
pain in the chest, difficulty of breathing, 
cough, and expectoration, and in the eyes of 
her friends was considered consimptive. 
At this period, when I first saw her, 
she was extremely thin, her countenance 
sallow,-her eyes dull, her tongue coated, 
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respiration rather hurried, occasional dry 
cough, pulse weak and frequent ; she com- 
plained of palpitation of the heart, and flut- 
tering at the pit of the stomach, some de- 

e of tenderness over the region of the 
iver and stomach, the bowels seldom act- 
ing oftener than once in three days, and 
then not without medicine. Her sleep was 
unrefreshing, seldom having more than two 
or three hours during the night. 

**1 found, on inquiry, that before and 
during the paroxysm of difficulty of breath- 
ing, &c., which generally recurred once in 
a week or fortnight, she experienced a sense 
of choking, that her heart beat much, and 
that her urine was pale and in large quan- 
tity; from these circumstances, and her 
general appearance, I had no hesitation in 
concluding all her suffering to be neuralgic 
or hysterical; and, as the uterine functions 
were regular, I pursued my inquiries to the 
spine. On examination, curvature of the 
dorsal vertebra was discovered, the con- 
vexity towards the left side, the ribs on this 
side being preternaturally separated, while 
those of the right side were approximated. 
The left shoulder-blade was nearer to the 
spine by an inch and a half than the right, 
but there was no material difference in their 
elevation, There was no pain on pressure, 
either on the spinous processes, or at their 
sides, On extending the spine, the curva- 
ture was much lessened, which not only 

roved the recent state of the distortion, 

ut the probability of an entire cure. The 
recumbent position, with occasional exten- 
sion, was strictly adhered to for the first 
two months, after which exercises were 
employed, principally that of raising a 
weight over a pulley, by the action of the 
muscles of the neck and back. Mild ca- 
thartics and a regulated system of diet after 
a time restored the action of the digestive 
organs, ‘Tonics were employed to give tone 
to the system, and a few months restored 
this young lady to better health than she had 
experienced for some years. 

** Remarks.—This case exhibits an ex- 
ample of the sympathetic affections which 
sometimes result from pressure or irritation 
of the spinal marrow, or the nerves at their 
exit. We have neuralgic affections simu- 
lating the most important diseases. It is an 
instance of the necessity of a strict investi- 
gation before we determine the nature and 
consequently the treatment applicable to 
such cases. In delicate women, we should 
always hesitate before pronouncing a ver- 
dict of inflammation—it is hardly probable 
that such persons should be liable to violent 
inflammatory affections, and as far as my 
experience goes, I should say that in 
such subjects, what ought to be fairly 
denominated inflammation is rare, and I 


am quite that many delicate fe- 


males have been sacrificed to the indiseri- 
minate employment of anti-inflammatory 
remedies. There is a peculiar nervous mo- 
bility, call it what you will, in the female 
constitution, or something in their manner 
of life, which disposes them to neuralgic or 
congestive diseases, and but little to increas- 
ed arterialaction, The uterine system from 
commences its influence, and there 

no organ or function which is not occa- 
sionally influenced by sympathy with it. A 
delicate palefaced, bloodless female, com- 
plains of pain in the side, may bave a slight 
cough, her breathing is hurried, her pulse 
frequent, her appetite bad, her tongue 
coated. A routine practitioner pronounces 
it a case of pleurisy, the lancet is called into 
play, drastic purgatives are administered, 
foxglove or colchicum is prescribed, and that 
irritation which really constituted the com- 
plaint is kept up by the treatment adopted. 
Perhaps the symptoms are aggravated, the 
obstinacy of the disease calls for further 
antiphlogistic remedies, and the patient dies , 
or falls into a state of apparent consump 
tion, 

*«Such cases are not uncommon, and it 
behoves the young practitioner to endea- 
vour to form a correct judgment with regard 
tothem. Unfortunately the kind of cases 
which is seen by students at hospitals and 
dispensaries, being chiefly that of the 
labouring classes, and for the most part in- 
flammatory, misleads the judgment, and he 
commences practice with the admonitions of 
his teacher and his own experience, leading 
him to see inflammation at every step.” 


CASE OF PAINS BENEATH THE BREAST. 


“ Mrs. T., aged 40, had been subject 
for many years to attacks of pain under the 
left breast, more severe on some occasions 
than on others; they were generally, but 
not always, accompanied with palpitation of 
the heart; sometimes she was simulta- 
neously troubled with a cough. On the first 
two or three attacks she had been leeched, 
cupped, and blistered, without any relief, 
and subsequently she has done nothing but 
take simple aperients, and has submitted to 
the evil as one that was irremediable, find- 
ing that the pain subsided after a few days 
continuance, without materially injuring her 
health. These attacks occurred at different 
intervals, from a few weeks to some months. 
On the last occasion the pain was seated 
about the sixth rib, and was occasionally 
extremely severe, and darting backwards 
towards the spine; the countenance ex- 
pressed suffering; the complexion was sal- 
low, the tongue was furred, the appetite 
bad ; the bowels were regular; the pulse 
quick, but soft. On examining the spine, 
there was considerable sensibility on pres- 
sure of the fifth dorsal vertebra; and on 
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iaqeiry it was ascertained, that uneasiness 
a sense of heat had frequently been felt 
in this part of the spine. Cupping was 
ordered, and on the two following days 
leeches were applied on the part ; an em- 
brocation containing ant. tart. was after- 
wards used to keep up a counter-irritation ; 
the bowels were evacuated by rhubarb and 
calomel ; under this simple treatment the 
recovery was complete, and the patient bas 
been longer free from pain than at any 
former period.” 

We have spoken of and eulogised the 
style of Dr, Barlow. It is sadly contrasted 
by that of Mr. Beale.—‘ We are all ac- 
quainted with that characteristic of nervous 
and hysterical disorders ¢o simulate in- 
flammation ; this fact,” &c.; such sen- 
tences often occur.—‘* Rickets, in every 
degree of intensity, is produced,” may be 
very correct, but it is much more correct 
than elegant. “ Rickets” would be well trans- 
lated into “ rachitis.”—‘ That peculiar mo- 
bility of the nervous system which, in such 
persons, simulates every kind of disease,” 
and “ if they mistake their nature, which is 
frequently the case,” are very odd modes of 
expression. What is frequently the case? 
Answer—* They mistake their nature.” 

The remarks on deformities of the legs 
contain nothing that is new. 


'REVOLUBLE INVALID BED.* 


To the Editor of Tuk Lancer. 
Sirx,—I shall feel obliged by your giving 
blicity to the two following cases in Tue 

weet; the firat being a singular one of 
disease of the tibia in a very old person, the 
other a compound fracture of the femur 
occasioned by a gunshot. Both cases, | 
think, possess much interest, inasmuch as 
their having done well appears entirely 
attributable to the use of the revoluble in- 
valid bed, and that without it both patients 
must have been lost. I remain, Sir, your 
obedient servant, 
J. A.Jenrarn. 
Honiton, July 21, 1831. 


SINGULAR CASE OF DISEASE OF THE TIBIA. 

A lady, about 80 years of age, complained 
of a pain in the right leg, four inches above 
the ancle, in the beginning of April, 1827. 
I was requested to see heron the 11th of 


June following. From the time she first 
felt the pain there has been ared spot on the 
anterior part of the tibia, the size of a crown- 
piece, a little elevated and very painful 
when touched. It appeared to occa- 
sioned by inflammation of the periosteum 
and integument. I advised rest ; occasional 
laxatives (the bowels being sluggish), 
leeches, and a bread-and-water poultice. 
About a fortnight after the time I first saw 
her, I observed that the limb had the appear- 
ante of being slightly bent, which I con- 
sidered to be occasioned by the swelling 
above-mentioned, and on being informed 
that there had been at times a twitching of 
the muscles, attended with great pain in 
the inflamed part, I was induced to examine 
the limb more carefully, and found that it 
had the a ce of a recent fracture of 
the tibia, and that the portion below the in- 
flamed part could be moved in any direction 
with almost the same facility as if it had 
been fractured. There was not the slight- 
est crepitus. The fibula appeared to be 
sound. The limb bad never before suffered 
from fracture or any other disease, nor had 
there recently been any sudden or violent 
action of the muscles, or great exertion of 
the limb. The only way in which I could 
account for the flexibility of the tibia, was 
by supposing the earthy portion of it at this 
part to have been either partially or wholly 
absorbed. The limb was put in splints and 
placed in the best position in bed, and per- 
fect rest recommended. In less than a 
week my patient began to complain v 
much from the pressure of the bed, the limb 
also continuing extremely painful. At this 
riod her sleep and appetite had nearly 
eft her, her pulse became quick, her tongue 
dry, and in a word, she appeared tobe sink- 
ing. Asa lastresource I proposed a trial of 
my revoluble bed, which really did for her 
what I believe no other contrivance or plan 
could have effected. 
From the easy posture and capability of 
‘ing it at pleasure, without any exer- 
tion or relative motion of the limb, she was 
enabled to sleep most comfortably, her appe- 
tite returned, aud in about seven weeks she 
recovered the use of the limb, and was 
enabled, with the assistance of a stick to 
walk in ber garden. No medicines either 
external or internal were exhibited, with 
the exception of a few doses of castor oil, 
which she had been in the habit of taking 
occasionally before. 


CASE OF COMPOUND FRACTURE OF THE 
FEMUR AT ITS NECK. 

On the 7th of October, 1830, I was called 
to see William Coombes, a lad about 18 
years of age, who had accidentally shot 
himself. The muzzle of the gun (loaded 
with shot) was in contact with the front and 


DR. FRANKLIN'S CASE OF EPILEPSY. 


upper part of the thigh when it went off. 
The load passed directly through the limb. 
The wound in front was about three-fourths 
of av inch in diameter ; at the back (that is 
behind the trochanter) it was nearly two 
inches in diameter, so that one or two 
fingers could easily be passed in, which was 
done in order to remove a number of pieces 
of bone and shots. It was found that the 
load had shattered and carried away a great 
portion of the trochanter major,.and about 
an inch of the neck where it is connected 
with the shaft ofthe bone. 

This patient was laid on his back upon an 
ordinary bed, where he remained about 
eight days, poultices being applied to the 
wounds. During this time his sufferings 
were exceedingly great ; the discharge from 
the wounds was profuse, and the state in 
which the poor fellow lay was truly pitiable 
and hopeless. It was impossible to keep 
him in that state of absolute rest which was 
sv essential in order to afford a chance of 
union of the shattered bones, in consequence 
of the profuseness of the discharge from the 
posterior wound, which it became necessary 
to remove daily with a sponge: At this 
juncture (October 14th) he was placed upon 
one of the revoluble beds, with a view, if 
possible, of lessening his sufferings; no hope 
of recovery was in the most distant way en- 
tertained either by myself or the gentleman 


who attended him with me. From the time, |; 


however, of his being put upon the revolv- 
uble bed, we had the pleasure of witnessing 
the great comfort which it afforded him both 
by day and night, The discharge continued 
fuse, but we were enabled from the faci- 
ities afforded by the bed, to apply the ne- 
cessary dressings to the wounds, and to 
change his position as often as he wished, 
without giving the slightest pain or disturb- 
ing the fractured bones. About the 16th or 
17th of Uctober, he was ordered meat and 
beer once aday, his tongue having become 
clean, and appetite good. From this period 
no material alteration occurred in his symp- 
toms (except being pretty free from pain 
until the 10th of November, when the dis- 
charge became very trifling in quantity, and 
from this time his recovery wasrapid. About 
the ist of January he was removed from the 
revoluble bed (the fracture having become 
firm) and put on his own bed for a fortnight, 
when he began to use crutches. By the 
latter end of March he was enabled to walk 
without any kind of help, and is now following 
his work, that of an ostler, with no other in- 
convenience than a shortening of the limb of 
about three-fourths of an inch. 


EPILEPSY. 


Dr. Crawronp presents his compliments 
to the Editor of Tue Lancer, and has been 
commissioned to transmit the inclosed case, 
sent to Dr. Crawford from America, for in- 
sertion in his Journal. 

34, St. James’s Street, July 22, 1831. 


SUCCESSFUL TREATMENT OF A CASE OF 
EPILEPSY. 


By Frayxum, M.D., New York. 


Fes. 20, 1831. O. B., the subject of 
this complaint, early displayed great preco- 
city of intellect, and was endowed with a 
frame proportionate in vigour to his intellec- 
tual capacity; in complexion fair; tempera- 
ment sanguine; quickly impelled to anger, 
but easily soothed ; indignant at insult, but 
alive to kindness ; disposed to friendship, 
and discriminating in his selections; ambi- 
tious beyond his years ; with a memory al- 
most intuitive. No obstacle seemed equal 
to prevent his advance to the ultima thule 
of any profession to which inclination should 
direct him. The expectations of his friends 
were damped by an attack of epilepay the 
incipient symptoms and progress of which I 
will now proceed to relate. 

His nervous system from early boyhood 
ndicated an e ive irritability to exter- 
nal impressions ; whether this was congeni- 
tal, or induced, as his mother surmised, by 
excessive doses of calomel prescribed by a 
medical gentleman jin the south, during a 
fit of sickness, * I am unable to decide. 

When about eight years of age the atten- 
tion of his parents was directed to the posi- 
tion he would assume when injured by any 
external agent. If his toes struck against a 
stone, or his fingers were irritated by any 
sharp instrument, as a pin or a needle, his 
eyes protruded, the muscles of his mouth were 
agitated, bis arms contracted and elevated to- 
wards his head, and he would stand as though 


) | transfixed with horror at the sight of some 


terrible object. As these paroxysms sub- 
sided in a few seconds, they were rather 
attributed to a foolish habit be had acquired 
than to any disease, and under this impres- 
sion he was frequently reproved by his 
parents, but without avail, 

About this time he escaped their cogni- 
zance by being sent to school in the country, 
where from subsequent information it ap- 
pears the paroxyems increased rapidly in 
severity and number. He would then occa- 
sionally for the first time, when unexpect- 
edly struck by his playmates, or upon the 
receipt of any injury, fall to the ground 
without the ability of resisting the impulse. 


* Bilious fever, at Florence. 
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His teacher having directed the boys to dash 
water in his face to bring him to, they 
would frequently induce a fit by striking 
or pricking him for the sport afforded in 
throwing water. His countenance, hitherto 
indicative of vivacity and intelligence, now 
began to assume the vacancy so peculiar to 
this complaint, and his mental faculties, 
hitherto vigorous, began to be impaired, 

After an absence of a year he returned 
home, when his altered appearance, and the 
frequency of his fits, immediately attracted 
attention and excited great alarm. The 
most trivial injury induced a fit, and he 
would now invariably fall, bruising and 
lacerating himself dreadfully, always falling 
upon his face or the back of his head, gene- 
rally the latter, and that so frequently as to 
establish a natural issue. 

It was now for the first time discovered 
that these fits occurred during sleep; at 
these times he would foam at the mouth and 
roll his eyes; his hands and arms would be 
spasmodically contracted, and drawn to- 
wards his head. He would gasp for breath, 
and in his worst fits would turn black in the 
face. ‘These paroxysms subsided in four or 
five minutes, leaving him very languid and 
exhausted. 

He said he was conscious of what was 
assing about him, but could not articulate. 
he pain he described as that caused by two 

bones meeting and rubbing in bis chest. 


The sense of his situation operated so acute- 
ly upon him that he preferred death to life. 


His appetite was good ; the food was regu- 
larly assimilated ; he complained of no pain 
in any part of the system during the inter- 
vals of paroxysms, 

Such was the state of the patient when I 
commenced the treatment. I ordered the 
Ecioprotic mixture in quantities sufficient to 
keep the bowels soluble, and the tinct. of io- 
dine, 40 ers. to the oz. gtt. v, to be taken three 
times a day. This was gradually increased 
with but little success until he took 300 
per diem, or 100 three timesa day. At 
this time symptoms of amendment displayed 
themselves in the mildness of the night fits, 
and their diminished number. Flattered by 
this improvement, I continued the above- 
mentioned quantity for about one month, 
the system daily becoming less and less ob- 
noxious to the disease, until | am happy to 
say, every vestige of the complaint dis- 
appeared. From that time to the present, a 
period of three months, he has enjoyed un- 
interrupted health. In conclusion permit 
me to add, instead of emaciation as I had a 
right to expect, by reduction of diet and the 

icines taken, he actually gained flesh, 


ON THE 
NATURE AND TREATMENT 
or 


BURNS AND SCALDS.* 
By Joun Tuomas, Esq., Surg., Hackney.t 


** Tne best method of treating burns and 
scalds” is a subject of much interest, and 
of great importance to the profession; and 
it has very properly occupied much of the 
attention of many able and ingenious sur- 
geons. dopted 


These have proposed and adop 
various methods of cure, and have contrived 
many plans, each excellent, and infallibly 
efficacious, in the opinion of its author, for 
mitigating the sufferings of the patient, and 
expediting the healing process. As nume- 
rous, however, have been the applications 
recommended in the treatment of burns and 
scalds as they have been different and contra- 
dictory. Some have been considered as very 
excellent ‘ for drawing out the fire,” and 
others *‘ for burning the burn ;” some for 
producing a speedy cicatrisation, aud others 
for healing it in a wonderful manner, Mr. 
B. Bell has asserted, that plunging the in- 
jured part suddenly into boiling water 
would procure ease, and immersing it into 
cold fluids would aiso produce the same 
effect. This treatment of intense heat and 
stimulation is not to be continued after 
* the parts have recovered their equili- 
brium of susceptibility ;” but the frigid im- 
mersion is prescribed without any limit in 
its application, and the patient may even 
be thrown into rigors, and a condition of 
the most fearful collapse, according to the 
practice of some, so that “ the fire”? be but 
extracted from the injured parts. Some em- 
ploy stimulants, others sedatives ; local sti- 
mulation by one class of practitioners, is u 
for the pu of co-operating with the 
stimuli they exhibit internally ; and topical 
sedative applications and constitutional ex- 
citants form a practice adopted by another, 
for purposes certainly only intelligible to 
those who exhibit them. 

Amid such a chaos of contradiction, such 
an indigesta moles of plans, methods, and 
recommendations, the question may with 
propriety be asked, ‘‘ What shall we say 
of the medical art, if remedies so diverse 
in themselves have been proved efficacious ? 
May it not be replied, that nature has been 
more "powerful than our mystery; and in 


* Being the substance of an Essay read and de- 
fended before the London Medical Society, and for 
the Author received a ananimous vote of 

anks. 

+ Late demonstrator of anatomy, and successfal 
candidate for a prize awarded after a public exa- 
mination of two hours in anatomy, at St. Thomas’s 
Hospital 
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]nsouty destroyed, there being no time 


to the activity with which reme- 
ies have acted upon the constitution, has 


been the power of the vital energy, which | 
|temperature as well as high. Col 
|upon a part by diminishing its vital power, 


has been roused, as it were, to resist the 
inordinate action. 
The unscientific practice so frequently 


545 


or opportunity for previous inflammation.” 
Inflammation may be produced by low 
acts 


thus making it less capable of sustaining the 


adopted in the treatment of burns and scalds, return of the circulation to its natural con- 


seems to arise from the erroneous opinion 
that they are specific in their nature. This 
idea has led surgeons to aninference equally 
incorrect, that as the malady is specific, its 
cure must be effected by extraordinary 
means—by remedies, in fact, the virtues 
of which are adapted specifically to the pe- 
culiar condition of the injured parts. Cases 
it is true have terminated favourably under 
all kinds of treatment; but the cure which 
results, is not because the local applications 
contuin in themselves any peculiar efficacy, 
but because nature, exercising a power in 
the system that is superior to the unfa- 
vourable operation of our measures, which 
are too often ill-judged, pursues her own 
course and completes the cure in her own 
way. Natural action may be retarded or 
interrupted; and the observer must have 
often noticed, that as soon as our inter- 
ference is withdrawn, and we leave nature 
to her own resources, so soon, frequently, 
will she begin to rally, and to manifest, by 
symptoms which cannot be mistaken, dis- 
approbation of our officiousness, and deter- 
mination to suspend her salutiferous efforts. 

I have been induced to make these re- 
marks from the conviction, that we are too 
apt to endeavour to take nature by storm in 
our treatment of burns and scalds, and by 
means which have acquired notoriety, either 
from their antiquity, or b individuals 
of acknowledged reputation have said they 
have proved them. But there is no royal 
road here. To drive nature is impossible ; 
though bumiliating to the ‘‘ art and mys- 
tery of physic,” it is nevertheless true, that 
the natural efforts can only be assisted, and 
we, its professors, must be content to fol- 
low and not precede. Impressed, therefore, 
fully with this sentiment, and that contrary 
measures are injurious as well as injudicious, 
I shall be directed in this essay, as much as 
possible, by what experience has taught me 
is most consonant with the laws and habi- 
tudes of the animal economy. 


Nature of these Injuries. 


Though the treatment of burns and scalds 
is the subject proposed for discussion, I 
think a few remarks on their nature will 
not be altogether irrelevant. 

** Burns and scalds are nothing more than 
consequences, 
induced by the operation of high tempera- 


inflammation and its ordina 


m the textures of the body; and 
heat is intense the part is instan- 


ture u 


when 


dition. In this case the vascular action is 


‘not absolutely increased ; the relative dis- 
‘turbance is net between the circulation in 


the part to which the cold was applied, and 


|that in the surrounding textures; but be- 
|tween the local circulation and the vitality 
|of the part. The former is natural, the latter 
|is diminished. Seeing then that the part 
|caunot bear the wonted arterial action, the 
jcondition so well known as inflammation 


, becomes developed by the manifestation of 
\itsordinary phenomena, This, however, is 
not the condition of a part which becomes 
jinflamed irom an opposite cause. When 
| heat, or any other stimulant, is applied to a 
|part, its operation does not increase vital 
power, but arterial action; the vitality re- 
|mains the same, but the vascular action is 
jincreased and becomes too energetic to be 
borne with impunity. Hence, again, we 
have inflammation produced, indeed, by dif- 
ferent causes, but evinced by the same 
symptoms. And here let us not forget, 
that though the exciting cause is different, 
the inflammation produced is not at all pe- 
culiar. Inflammations arising from cold or 
heat, a thorn or other irritants, are attended 
all by the same signs, followed by the same 
consequences, and offer the same indications 
of treatment. 

lf then heat does not excite a specific 
inflammation, will it be reasonable to assert 
that degrees of heat should produce one? 
If the heat be intense it will instantly de- 
stroy vitality ; if cold be so too, it will also 
effect the same thing, though in a different 
way. Dogrees of heat and degrees of cold 
will bring on like intermediate conditions 
between the two extremes. ‘There is nothing 
specific in all this,—No ; it is the operation 
of common causes on the circulation and vi- 
tality of parts, inducing common results. It 
matters not, therefore, I contend, whether 
the vitality of a part be destroyed, or the 
local circulation disturbed, by the contact 
of boiling oil, melted lead, or hot water ; 
by the explosion of gunpowder, or of car- 
buretted hydrogen ; or by the conflagration 
of a house, the burning of linen, or the 
flaming of faggots. ‘The treatmeut has in it 
nothing specific, and ought to be as simple 
and unirritating as possible. 

Appearances of Burns. 

The appearances observed in burns are 
different, according to the intensity with 
which the causes producing them have ope- 
rated, and according to the kind of agent of 
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which they are the effect. Scaldsdo not 
exactly resemble burns which are occasioned 
by the immiediate application of heated me- 
tallic, or other solid bodies, As fiuids and 
solids have not equal capacity for caloric, 
scalds are generally less violent in the in- 
jury they occasion than burns; but scalds 
are frequently dangerous on account of their 
extent, the fluids by which they are pro- 
duced diffusing themselves over a greater 
extent of surface, and generally falling in 
large quantities on the patient. It is worth 
observation, that burns are dangerous in 
proportion to the magnitude, rather than 
the degree of injury. A burn, if not exten- 
sive, may not be in the least dangerous, 
although the effects of the fire have been so 
violent as to destroy the vitality of the parts 
instantaneously ; while a scald, which only 
produces vesication, may prove mortal, if 
very large. Hence it will be seen that the 
danger depends on the impression made on 
the constitution, ‘This impression, how- 
ever, is modified, and, in 
prognosis, we cannot predict what wi 

the issue of the case, from having seen in 
other patients equally severe burns do well. 
An injury, which in one individual would 
be his death, in another might cause no ge- 
neral disturbance of consequence. It is, 
therefore, idiosyncrasy which in a great 
measure in or diminishes the danger. 
In one patient I have witnessed high and 
furious excitement ; in others, some slight 
constitutional disturbance, although the 
local injury in the one has been apparently 
no more violent or extensive than in the 
others, In some cases so great is the shock 
on the nervous system, that little pain is 
complained of ‘‘ and the poor creatures,” 
says Mr. Abernethy, ‘‘ who have been 
brought into the hospital with extensive 
burns, toss themselves about in the bed 
without complaining of much pain.’’ An- 
other circumstance which determines the 
danger of these injuries, is the situation in 
which they occur. Those parts which sub- 
serve to the most important functions in the 
animal economy, when injured by burning 
or scalding, are generally attended by worse 
effects than if the = a che received in 

less highly organized. 

burns which only destroy the cuticle, and 
the effects of a blister, mustard cataplasms, 
and other rubefacients. The influence of 
these applications on the part is to increase 
the local vascular action, which terminates 
in the effusion of serum under the cuticle, 
thus elevating and detaching it from the 
subjacent cutis; so that the surface of the 
part affected presents eminences and depres- 
sions according to the intensity of the cause, 
and the modus in quo it has operated. If, 
however, the subcuticular textures have 


been ed, no vesications will be seen, 
and instead thereof a black unsightly slough 
will be observed, which, when thrown off, 
will leave an ulcer more or less deep, ac- 
cording as the injury may have been more 
or less severe. But the part may be instan- 
taneously deprived of life; no time or op- 
portunity occurring for previous inflamma- 
tion. In this case ulceration is immediately 
set up, and the absorbents proceed, as soon 
as circumstances will admit, to separate the 
dead parts, and to rid the living structures 
of the incumbrance. As soon as the eschars 
are removed, we perceive an ulcer, which 
assumes a healthy, indolent, or irritable 
character, according as the constitution may 
be in one or other of these conditions. 

If the constitution be healthy, then we 
have the wound covered with ‘ pus of a 
white colour and thick consistence, and 
readily ae from the surface of the 
sore,” and the granulations are small, florid, 
and Hicmcbor, yy lf the powers be lan- 
guid, then the surface of the granulations 
appears smooth and glossy, and the pus, 
instead of being creamy, is thin and watery ; 
and if irritable, the granulations are indis- 
tinct, and the surface of the part assumes a 
spongy aspect, and will bleed on,the least 
touch. Instead of bland, unirritating, 
healthy, pus, there isathin ichorous dis- 
charge ; and if the injury is in the hands or 
feet, the digital arteries will frequently give 
way. Here we may observe a very great 
analogy between burns and ulcers of the 
descriptions named. This fact has led some 
to suppose, that because burns and common 
ulcers are similar in appearance, they ought, 
therefore, to be treated in the same way ; 
aud herce they have prescribed ointments 
of various healing properties ; namely,'bland 
curatives for the irritable, and stimulating 
for the indolent sore. But there is in reality 
a great difference between burns and com- 
mou ulcers, and this consists in the exciting 
cause, and the state of the constitution. 
There is great dissimilarity between an 
ulcer which is produced from a constitu- 
tional cause, and a burn which is inflicted 
on a constitution susceptible of a healthy, 
indolent, or irritable action; therefore, 

gh the appearances are often the same 
in burns and ulcers, the indications of local 
treatment are not similar. 


Treatment. 


The modus curandi burns and scalds, till 
very recently, has consisted in the indi- 
scriminate application of the oleum terebin- 
thine, cold linseed oil, and lime water, and 


the resin flave, to the parts. 


Formerly, the application of strong brandy 
and alcohol was particularly praised ; the 
liq. plumb, subacet. was also much ap- 
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proved of, as tending to prevent the subcu- 
ticular effusion of serum. 

A friend related a case to me, in which, 
after freely using the oleum terebinthine, 
he dressed the parts with the ung, hydrarg. 
nitrico oxydum, and thus induced a profuse 
salivation, Vinegar is recommended by 
Mr. Cleghorn to be applied until the pain 
abates, when a poultice is to be applied for 
the next six or eight The surface is 
then to be covered with finely-powdered 
chalk, and upon this is to be laid a poultice ; 
the sore is to be dressed night and morning 
until cured. He thought these remedies 
possessed powerful antiseptic properties, 
He allowed a somewhat generous diet—a 
moderate quantity of wine and spirits, and 
never ol purgatives. Sir James Earl re- 
commended very cold water—a dangerous 
plan, and well calculated by its sedative 
effects to destroy the patient. 

Baron Larrey advises saffron ointment 

ad on lint, to be applied to deep burns ; 
this, he thinks, has the quality of dimi- 
nishing the pain and preventing irritation, 
by preserving the nervous papillz from com- 
ing into contact with the atmospheric air. 
The principle upon which the Baron acts is 
excellent, though in his account he over- 
rates the power of his remedies. ‘The ung. 
storacis, he says, supports the systaltic power 
of the subjacent vessels, promotes the de- 
tachment of the eschars, and checks the 
extension of the sloughing. His general 
treatment is nutritious, emollient, and anti- 
spasmodic, which he designates as soothing 
and gently tonic. 

Dr. Kentish, in his treatment of burns 
and scalds, proposed to himself this law, 
which in practice he made his rule of ac- 
tion: ‘ That any part of the system having 
its action increased to a very high degree, 
must continue to be excited, though in a 
less degree, either by ihe stimulus which 
caused the increased action, or some other 
having the nearest similarity to it, until by 
degrees the extraordinary action subsides 
into the healthy action of the part.” To 
set this singular hypothesis in its true light, 
we will suppose that the brain, which is 
undeniably a “ part of the system,” has had 
its action increased so as to have become 
inflamed, in order, according to Dr. Ken- 
tish, to make it “ subside into the healthy 
action of the part,” we must, instead of 
pursuing the ordinary measures in such a 
case, continue to excite it, though in a less 

, by means similar to those which 
produced the inflammation, or “ any other 
having the nearest similarity to them.” 
Acting, therefore, upon the principle in- 
volved in this curious and undefinable piece 
of ingenuity, Dr. Kentish recommends the 
burn or scald to be held to the fire, This 
“ burning the burn,” however, is not al- 


ways convenient; he advises, therefore, 
that where this was impracticable from the 
situation of the injured part, stimulating 
remedies should be applied, such as essen- 
tial oils dissolved in the strongest rectified 
spirits, and used as hot as could be well 
borne; heated oleum terebinthine (cayeune 
pepper?), &c. These are to be gradually 
diminished in intensity until the parts act 
by common natural stimuli. Ether, opium, 
ardent spirits, and wine, he administered as 
internal remedies, in order that the stimulus 
might be speedily excited, and the unity of 
action quickly restored, which in his opinion 
constitutes the cure. ‘Ihe best principle he 
has laid down is similar to Baron Larrey’s 
namely, “ that the injured surface should 
be exposed as little as possible.” 

Of the Doctor’s lucubrations, it may be 
said they are truly fanciful and visionary, 
well calculated to amuse the imagination and 
to entertain the speculative, but never cer- 
tainly to inform the understanding, or to 
improve the judgment. 

At St. Thomas’s Hospital, and at Guy’s 
until lately, it was the practice to appl 
cold remedies, and at the same time to ad- 
minister stimulants, thus blowing as it were 
** hot and cold with the same breath.’”’ The 
principle is briefly this :—internal stimuli 
to excite vascular action and vital energy ; 
cold applied to large surfaces which i 
minishes both. 

The following case illucidates brilliantl 
this beautiful system, the effect of whic 
was to kindle a tumultuous war in the con- 
stitution to which the patient fell a victim : 


CASE 1, 

** A child, about ten years of age, was 
brought into Guy’s Hospital on January 3, 
1827, having been severely burnt in conse- 
quence of her clothes catching fire. The 
principal parts injured were the face, neck, 
and arms. The extent of the mischief was 
unequal ; in some places the cutis was de- 
stroyed, in others the cuticle only had suf- 
fered, but there was, throughout the greater 
part, abrasion of the cuticle. The accident 
occurred about half an hour before it was 
brought into the hospital Zhe radial 
pulse could scarcely be felt, and indeed the 
pulsation of the heart could scarcely be dis- 
tinguished ; the surface of the body and the 
extremities were cold. The patient en | 
put to bed, small quantities of brandy an 
ammonia were very properly given, and 
equal parts of linseed oil and lime water 
were applied cold over the extensively 
burnt surfaces. 

“* On the following morning, reaction had 
taken place in a very imperfect degree only. 
The same system was persevered in, and 
on each time of ing cold the child 


shivered, and it was apparent that the heat 
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of the body, as it was slowly developed, 
‘was as quickly suppressed. In the 
Mr. Callaway saw the patient, and orde 
turpentine liniment, gently warmed, to be 
applied to the parts; the brandy aud julep 
of ammonia to be continued. 

** On the third day complete reaction was 
established, and febrile excitement was 
substituted in place of the former congestive 
state; brandy and ammonia were still con- 
tinued, and the turpentine locally. 


* On the fourth day a state of high consti-’ 


tutional excitement ; pulse very quick ; the 
tongue furred and dry; the respiration 
hurried and thickened, with constant thirst 
and great restlessness. 

“On the fifth day constitational symptoms 
equally severe, but the breathing had now 
become decidedly affected. ‘The child in 
fact had every symptom of inflammation in 
the trachea; there was the peculiar croupy 
sound at each inspiration, with great dysp- 
nea, the pulse at the same time rapid and 

nding; the eves were suffused, and the 
temporal arteries were seen strongly beat- 
ing. The tongue was furred, dry, and 
brown, The child was constantly desiring 
drink, but on swallowing the fluid coughing 
was excited, when the brazen, harsh, noise 
of croup was heard. The brandy and am- 
mouia were still exhibited. 

“On the sixth day the symptoms were 
unabated, Brandy and ammonia still exhi- 
bited. On the seventh the child died. 

*€ It was found, on opening the body after 
death, that the lining membrane of the tra- 
chea was acutely inflamed. A layer of 
coagulable lymph was spread over the inner 
surface of the trachea to the extent of seve- 
ral inches. The bronchial passages were 
loaded with a frothy fluid, and the lungs 
were in a state of congestion.”* 

Thus having noticed briefly the principal 
methods adopted in the treatment of burns 
and scalds, 1 shall proceed at once to the 
proposal of a plan—better, I conceive, in- 

* Previous to the discussion which was insti- 
tuted upon the merits of this essay, the doctrines 
of which the author bad publicly to defend before 
the members of the Society, Mr. Callaway took the 
opportunity of saying, * that since the author had 
read the paper on the preceding evening, he had re- 
ferred to the hospital book, rding to the date 

noted, but had not been able to find it, and that 

erefore it was impossible for him to offer any re- 
marks upon this case, as he bad then no recollection 
of it whatever.” The author bas only to say in 
reply, that he copied it lit and verbati 
from the hospital reports of Tue Lancer, which 
are acknowledged by al) who witnessed the cases 
and read the reports of them, to be in essentials ex- 
ceedingly accurate. Mr. Callaway, of course, is 
only responsible for the very proper change of treat- 
ment he instituted on the evening of the 4th of Janu- 


ary. 'j of the exciting 
plaa, after intlammation of the trachea had been set 
up is alone reprehensible; for which, not Mr. 

laway, but he, under whose care patient 
contin was accountable—a@ fact with w 
the report does not furnish us, ; 


asmuch as it approximates nearer to sim- 
plicity, and is constructed more on natural 
principles than any other as yet submitted 
to public criticism. The living human 
body, like every-thing else, is subject to 
certain laws, and these are called the laws 
of life. The unity which presides over 
these laws, and directs their operation, for 
want of a better term, we call Nature. It 
is this power in the system which endea- 
vours to correct the slightest deviation from 
healthy action, and struggles to throw off 
any unfriendly thing which obtrudes itself, 
Thus, if a particle of dust get into the eye, 
the attention of nature is immediately drawn 
to the circumstance, and she instantly dif- 
fuses over the organ a flood of tears—first 
to defend the part, and then to wash away 
the irritating body. Sed, binc ill lachry- 
me.” If any noxious matters be taken into 
the stomach, or others which are innocuous 
though in excess, the natural action is in- 
verted, and thus she expels the intruders 
from the system. If again there be a solu- 
tion of continuity in the solids, nature im- 
mediately endeavours to repair and heal the 
breach, 

The power which effects these things is 
called the “ vis medicatrix nature,” the 
constant office of which is to set up the 
curative process when the body is diseased. 
This healing power is the physician of na- 
ture’s self, and we who profess the myste- 
ries of the “ art of physic” must, if we 
would be successful, match the operations 
of this important power ; we must observe 
it, follow it, assist it, and not attempt to 
force it. 

It being true, therefore, that nature does 
by her own powers, to a certain extent, re- 
cover the body from disease, we must ac- 
knowledge the importance of that precept 
which enjoins a primary attention to the 
condition of the constitution, when the body 
has sustained a severe injury. The most 
excellent applications to a part will not 
heal a wound there, if the system be col- 
lapsed, and the powers of life weak ; but, 
on the other hand, the powers of the con- 
stitution will frequently effect the cure of 
an injury without local applications at all, 
if they be healthy, and acting with their 
due and natural force. But, however, as 
we have rarely to do with patients, whose 
vital energies are so good as net to require 
assistance, it is necessary we should con- 
sider the most proper means to be adopted 
in co-operating with this ‘ vis medicatrix.” 

When a person has been severely burnt 
or scalded, his system frequently experi- 
ences a shock, which depresses the energy 
of his nervous system so as even to en- 
danger his existence. The pulse becomes 
so small as hardly to be perceptible, and 
the power of sensation so as that 
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PULSATION IN THE JUGULAR VEINS. 


the is » and evinces 
little or no pain. There is an indifference 
and stupidity about him, which those around 
cannot mistake. In such a case as this, it 
requires little to put the patient, hors de 
combat, beyond the reach of further suffer- 
ing. Sir James Earl’s application of pound- 
ed ice and cold water is very efficient and 


excellent for this purpose—a sure means of, 


dissolving a spiritual and tabernacular con- 
nexion. In a case of this sort stimulant 
remedies must be administered, such ag 
brandy and ammonia, or brandy and opium, 
and local cold religiously abstained from. 
The indication is to rouse the constitution 
to that action which is necessary to d 


nary action of this part of the system to its 
healthy action;”—quid dicam?—Mortuus 
est egrotus. 

If the patient, prior to the accident, have 
been an individual of robust health, and 
accustomed to high living, when reaction is 
established he must not be suddenly re« 
duced to a strict antiphlogistic regimen. 
He may be allowed food of a light, nutri- 
tious, and easily digestible nature; and if 
used to wine, he may take it, in less how~ 
ever than his usual quantity, and diluted, 
Spiritsmust be abstained from, and all other 
matters which possess stimulant rather than 
nutrient properties. But as soon as febrile 
excit t begins to appear, so soon must 


with the effects of the local injury. ‘To do 
this, and to know when to forbear, must de- 
pend upon the observation and judgment of 
the surgeon. If febrile excitement come 
on, and symptoms of inflammation in other 
organs become manifest, then we must de- 
sist from these measures, and institute a 
plan quite contrary in its effects ; such as the 
abstraction of blood, the exhibition of gentle 
laxatives, and a strict antiphlogistic regi- 
men. And here 1 cannot proceed without 
adverting to the constitutional treatment 
adopted in the case of the child admitted 
into Guy’s Hospital already recited. 

The great importance of attending pri- 
marily to the state of the constitution is 
strikingly manifested in this unfortunate 
case. Here the child’s powers were first 
depressed; the radial pulse was scarcely 
perceptible, and, as might haye been ex- 
pected, there was little evidence of pain. 
Mr. Assistant-Surgeon Callaway very pro- 
perly endeavoured to rouse the vital powers 
by the exhibition of brandy and ammonia, 
and had the surgeon of the establishment 
who eucceeded him in the treatment ab- 
stained from local treatment altogether 
(which would have been infinitely better 
than the plan he adopted), and have de- 
sisted from the exhibition of stimuli on the 
coming on of febrile excitement, the patient 
might have done well, at any rate. would 
have bad a fairer chance of doing so. But, 
instead of this, cold remedies were applied 
locally, which produced rigors, and kept down 
the necessary reaction ; and brandy and am- 
monia were administered internally — cui 
bono ? Equidem dicere non possum. On the 
third day however, notwithstanding the seda- 
tive effect of the local treatment, reaction was 
completely established ; febrile excitement 
succeeded to congestion, and on the fifth 
day inflammation of the trachea was set up. 
Dr. Kentish’s plan was now acted upon, 
and the surgeon not satisfied with the ordi- 
hary treatment of cynanche trachealis on 
strictly antiphlogistic principles, struck out 

himself a new path as has been related, 


and in the act of reducing “ the extraordi- 


the plan of treatment be changed. Laxative 
medicines must be given ; frequent purging 
is not advisable, because the patient expe- 
riences much inconvenience from the change 
of position necessarily attending such @ 
state. Diaphoretics are useful ; and where 
thirst is troublesome, the effervescing 
draughts will be found very convenient, 
as well as agreeable to the patient; diffi- 
culty, however, will be experienced in 
their exhibition if the lips are burned, 
though, in this case, I have given them 
with advantage, 


(To be concluded.) 


\ 


PULSATION JUGULAR VEINS. 


THE MEATH HOSPITAL, 
To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 

Sir,—I beg leave to advert to a paper of 
Mr. Hodges, inserted in your valuable pub- 
lication a few weeks since. Mr. H.’s theory 
on the ¢: ase of jugular pulsation I should 
have long since remarked on, had I not sup- 
posed that it would have been noticed and 
refuted by au abler pen. My anticipations, 
however, not proving correct, I trust you 
will give insertion to a few remarks I am 
about to make on this subject. 

The attempt to refute the established 
opinions on this obscure phenomenon I will 
not take up your valuable space by dwelling 
on, but merely remark, that whoever has 
witnessed the exposure of any large vein by 
operation or otherwise, must have been 
struck with the alternate filling and —- 
ing of that tube, caused, no doubt, by the 
regurgitation from the right auricle of the 
heart, of the surplus circulating fluid. Now 
is it not reasonable to suppose, that this re- 
gurgitation would be so far increased, in 
constriction of the right auricular ventricu- 
lar opening (of which numerous cases are 
on record), as to produce those appear- 
ances which it is attempted to explain upon 
other grounds? 
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Mr. H.'s Tcontend, is anatomi- 
cally incorrect, for we all know that on the 
right side the subclavian artery is separated 
from the subclavian and jugular veins by a 
distinct and strong band of the deep cervi- 
cal fascia, which is of such resistance, as to 
prevent any communication of arterial im- 
pulse between those vessels, Besides this 
fascia, the thoracic duct also interferes on 
the left side. Moreover, bow are we to ac- 
count for similar ap ces noticed in the 
superficial veins of the extremities, in the 
saphena major, &c.? We are told, in the lat- 
ter instances, to look for other causes than 
arterial impulse ; but will Mr. Hodges en- 
lighten us upon those causes? One word 
more, and I have done with Mr. Hodges. 
The experiment of pressing on the subcla- 
vian vein I tried, but with a different result 
from this gentleman, It is true the pulsa- 
tion was dimi in intensity, though not 
in regularity ; but this, | am satisfied, is to 
be explained by the arrest given to the cir- 
culation in the tube by the pressure of my 


ou will doubtless think, that we of the 
Meath must have more than ordinary op- 
portunities of acquiring medical knowledge, 
to consider ourselves not unworthy of a no- 
tice in such a publication as the Lancer, 
So it is, I assure you. ‘There is no hospi- 
tal in Dublin, nor perhaps in Britain, that 
affords such facilities for the obtaining a 
thorough knowledge of our arduous profes- 
sion. The medical officers of this institu- 
tion are as eminent in their vocation as they 
are zealous in their instruction to the 
mee aspirants in the healing art. Hence 
it is that the utmost cordiality and good 
feeling have ever subsisted between the 
student and bis medical and surgical in- 
structors, which speaks much for the heads 
and hearts of both parties, ‘This willing- 
ness to give instruction and general cour- 
teous demeanour are, 1 repeat, univer- 
sally acknowledged amongst us (for it is 
acarcely worth while to except the irregu- 
lar attendance of the medical wards in the 
morning) ; but I cannot help singling out 
one individual qui toto capite supereminet 
omnes. Dr, Wm, Stokes is perhaps known 
in England only by his msthoneapic publi- 
cations and researches; but here he is con- 
sidered one of the firat physicians of our 
metropolis, promising in his prin- 
ciples, disdaining the slavish and intriguing 
a so lamentably acted u here and 
elsewhere. His talent and his honesty are 
his only support, and they fail not. The 
avowed enemy of all monopoly, his zeal for 


the advancement of medical knowledge is 
almost romantic, and only equalled by his 
the at- 
prose- 
that | 


ardour in and assistin 


tentive pupil (and him alone) in t 
cution of his laborious studies, 1 


MR,. MASH’S CASE OF POISONING. 


I should inte perhaps, too much on this 
agreeably fertile subject ; bat as I am con- 
vinced that your columns are as open to the 
encouragement of medical worth and honesty 
as they are to the exposure of monopoly 
and chicane, I shall make ne excuse for what 
I have said, Besides, Mr. Editor, allow me 
to say, that the profession here do not feel 
that they are properly represented in the 
medical periodicals; and it istto be re- 
gretted that the publication from which 
alone a fair representation of cases is ex- 
pected, would not devote more of its space 
to our concerns. It is rumoured that we 
are to have a Lancer of our own in Dublin 
upon the above grounds, but | think it 
would be * no go.” 1 am, Sir, 

A Port ov rue Hosritat, 
Dublin, July 12th, 1831. 


POISONING BY STRAMONIUM. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sin,—If you think the following case 
worth inserting in any weekly periodical 
you will oblige me by letting it appear. | 
am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

James Masu, 
House Surgeon, General Lofirmary ,Northampt 


CABR. 
On Wednesday morning, July 6, a person 
applied at the Infirm for toa 
patient who had taken by mistake infusion 
of stramonium for infusion of senna, The 
particulars are as follows :— 

Hannah Gibbs, wt. 36, of delicate habit, 
swallowed by mistake two teacupsful of 
the infusion of stramonium for senna tea. 
About ten minutes afterwards she was seiz- 
ed with giddiness of the head, dimness of 
sight, and fainting. Her neighbours hear- 
ing a noise in her bedroom came to her 
assistance, and immediately applied to 
druggist who sent a powerful emetic which 
did not produce sickness. Two hours after 
she had taken the liquid 1 saw her, and 
found her quite insensible ; pupils dilated 
and insensible to the stimulus of light, the 
whole muscles of the body convulsed, coun- 
tenance flushed, and the pulse full, and 
slower than natural, With the assistance 
of the infirmary pupils, 1 immediately used 
the stomach-pump, and filled the stomach 
with large quantities of tepid water several 
times with the best effect. In a few hours 
afterwards when I went to visit her a second 
time, | found her down stairs drinking ber 
tea, and quite cheerful, I should have stated 
that a common enema was administered, 
which operated freely on the bowels. She 
has felt no ill effects since, excepting that 
her sight is not quite so good, and that her 
head feels lighter, than usual, 
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DR. EPPS ON ILL-PREPARED EXTRACTS. 


EXTRACT. CHENOPODIE 


AND 
EXTRACT, TARAXACL, 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sin,—As the season is fast approaching 
for the preparation of extracés, | bey, through 
the wide circulation of your Journal, to call 
the attention of medical men to the follow- 
ing important extracts from a late lecture of 


Dr. Epps on Materia Medica, I am, Sir, 
yours, 
A Puru. 
July 20, 1831, 


EXTRACT FROM A LECTURE OF DR, EPPS. 


“An emmenagogue medicine, that is, | 
one acting directly on the uterine system, | 
so a8 to promote the peculiar discharge } 
called the menstrual, is a desideratum as! 
yet (it is supposed by many) to be obtained. | 
However, Mr. Houlton, an intelligent bota- 
nist, drew my attention nearly two years 
since, and that of the public generally 
some time afterwards, to the chenopodium 
olidum, « remedy said by him to have this 
direct effect upon the uterine sytem. I ob- 
tained some very excellent extract from Mr, 
Barnes of Nutford Place, and tried it exten- 
sively, but without any beneficial effect. I 
sent some to my pupils settled in practice, 
who also tried it, and without any effect. 
During this last month 1 have received a 
communication from one gentleman, a pupil 
of mine, a man of most accurate observation 
and a most ardent lover of bis profession, 
Mr. Mantell, of Newick in Sussex, who 
States that the extract of the a 
olidum has no effect whatever upon the ute- 
rine system, ‘I think it a valueless medi- 
cine.” Such is Mr. Mantell’s opinion ; and 
from the cautious care with which he forms 
and states his opinions, | value it. 


It right, however, to add that a friend 
of Mr, Houlton, Mr. Churehill, a scientific 


" t, iders that Mr. Houlton is jus- 
tified in the opinion that the chenopodium 


olidum has an emmenagogue offect. 


** Are we then to cast aside this proposed 
remedy? Can these contrarieties in results 
be in uny measut® explained ¢ think they 
can, ‘The extract specified has, L infer, a 
considerable portion of ammonia in its com- 

ition, Ammonia is a diffusible stimu- 

t; it often promotes u gentle diaphoresis 
on the surface, and as imperfect menstrua- 
tion —— frequently upon an irregu- 
larity in the distribution of the blood, and 
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as the state brought ou by the ammonia 
relieves that irregularity, the vessels of the 
uterine system are thus enabled to perform 
their duty, 


“T certainly do not think that the cheno- 
podium olidum acts directly upon the ute- 
tine system. Further observations will de- 
cide the question, 


* But, Gentlemen, when I epeak thus 
of the chenopodium olidum, I feel it my 
duty to refer to another labour of Mr, 
Houlton, I allude to the extractum tarax- 
aci, When | wos an apprentice there was 
a book on medicine which I delighted to 
peruse, and this I not only did, but copied 
it out thrice, The work is that of Pember- 
ton on the Diseases of the Abdominal 
Viscera; an invaluable book, That experi- 
enced physician speaks highly of the extrac- 
tum taraxaci in affections of the liver, 1 
know that he did not praise any remedial 
agent without good cause, and when I enter- 
ed upon practice I used the extract, but it 
produced no effect ; and I found that medi- 
cal practitioners generally muintained that 
it had no effect ; still I could not disbelieve 
Pemberton. My mind was in a state of 
doubt ; Mr. Houlton dispelled that doubt by 
showing me some extract which he had pre- 
pared by spontaneous evaporation from the 
autumnal juice of the dandelion plants. 
This was a solid mass ofa fine flavour, and 
when I contrasted it with the treacle-like 
semi-fluid sold at almost every chemist's 
under the name of extractum taraxaci, 1 
saw why I had not succeeded ; Mr, Houl- 
ton kindly gave me a portion, I tried it, and 
found it to justify all that Pemberton had 
stated with regard to it, 


“* Let these few facts, Gentlemen, be 
deeply impressed upon your memories, 
Learn from this that the inefficacy of medi- 
cines depends in a great meusure,upon the 
mode of preparation. 

“Some chemists the extractum 
taraxaci in vacuo; Mr. Barnes of Nutford 
Place obtained his (and it is the best that 1 
can get any-where) by evaporation by the 
heat of the sun, of the juice obtained from 
the plants gathered at the autumnal period 
when the juices are most mature, 

**T shall conclude this notice of the tarax- 
acum by quoting the following passage 
from a letter lately sent to me by my friend 
Mr. Mantell, to whom I have just referred : 
—‘ 1 am out of the extractum taraxaci ; will 
you have the kindness to procure me iv; 
Jam quite convinced it acts upon the biliary 
system.’” 
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562 MR. LAMING ON PRUSSIC ACID AND CYAN. POTASS. 


MEDICINAL PRUSSIC ACID, AND 
CYANIDE OF POTASSIUM, 
MR. CLARK’S FORMULA. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—If Mr. Clark will point out any 
expressions in my remarks on his paper, 
which may faitly bear his interpretation, he 
shall have my best apology but I cannot, 
after.a re-perusal of that I have written, find 
any-thing imputing to him in the most dis- 
tant manoer a want of acquaintance with 
the fractions he has thought proper to omit 
in his calculations, But, Sir, be this as it 
may, I was anxious, and remain so, if prus- 
sic acid for médicinal oy tr be ever to 
be generally obtained by decomposing cy- 
anide of potassium with tartaric acid, that 
the formula set forth for that purpose shall 
be as unobjectionable as is possible, or I 
fear the uuiformity which it is desirable 
should prevail throughout the kingdom, 
would very soon be disturbed by the intro- 
duction of nee improvements ;—and hence 
the objections which I urged, and must still 
maintain, against the formula of Mr. Clark. 
These objections were ex: in the fol- 
Jowing lang :— As Mr. Clark’s for- 
mula would, if rendered correct, compre- 
hend objectionable decimals of a grain, as 
it affords an acid differing in strength from 
that we have accustomed ourselves to pre- 
scribe as a medicine, and which has lately 
been ted into the Dublin Pharmaco- 
peia, and as it is not at all essential to the 
adoption of his excellent tages: I think 
we have sufficient grounds for altering it.” 

If Mr. Clark’s reply to my letter bore 
more definitely upon these three points, 
the necessity for repeating them would have 
been bat that gentleman has 
satisfied himself rather by enlarging on an 
uoim nt inadvertence of mine relative 
to Vauquelin’s acid, and which led only to 
the miscalculation of its strength, without 
at all affecting the numbers, or the formula 
proposed by himself. It therefore devolves 
2 me now to examine these several objec- 
tions to Mr, Clark's formula, individually, 
which I think it will suffice to doin a very 
brief manner. 


First,—** Mr. Clark’s formula would, if | are— 


rendered correct, comprehend objectionable 
decimals of a grain.” 

Without taking time to refer to the proof 
of this assertion afforded in my last paper, 
it may at once be stated that Mr. Clark, in 
the following quotations, acknowledges ob- 
taining his whole numbers by omitting all 
fractional parts:—‘* I choose to omit in-. 
significant fractions.” “I hope to have 
shown that the formula as originally given 


is arithmetically correct, always 
allowance for insignificant fractions.” A 
again—*‘ In the formula, inconvenient frac- 
tions have been avoided by adopting 72 
grains.” My complaint was not that frac- 
tions were avoided, but [ have suggested 
that there are two ways of avoiding them ; 
first, that of Mr, Clark, who has done it by 
adopting weights not correctly proportioned 
to one another ; and, secondly, that preferred 
by myself, and in which experiment is made 
exactly to with theory. 

Secondly,—** Mr. Clark’s formula affords 
an acid differing in strength from that we 
have accustomed ourselves to prescribe, and 
lately adopted into the Dublin Pharma- 
copeia.” 

t has been shown in my first papef, and 
admitted by Mr. Clark in his second com- 
munication, that each fluid ounce of me- 


prassic acid 13,,th 
quantity of V 
seen according 


to have a less proportion of the strong acid 
by about one-fourth of a grain ; and which, 
reduced by at least the fraction +§§, as it 
invariably must be by evaporation during 
the necessary filtration, will leave the 
strength of the two solutions bearing some- 
thing like the following relative proportions 
to each other :— 
Mr. Clark’s 13,1,th grains of pure acid to 
the fluid ounce ; 
M. Vauquelin’s 12 grains of pure acid to the 
fluid ounce. 


Third,—** Mr. Clark’s formula is not at 
all essential to the adoption of his excellent 
process,” 

Were we for a moment to admit that the 
omission of the fractions above referred to 
was only of doubtful, or of a trifling, evil 
tendency, we should in this third objection 
have an ample argument for rejecting Mr. 
Clark’s formula; or, in future, we thust ad- 
mit the position that assurance and precision 
possess no advantages over uncertainty. 

The proportions which I have proposed 


+» 150 grains. 
‘yanide o um 66 grains. 
Distilled water .... PY fluid drachms. 
All whole numbers without any sacrifice of 
precision; and thus not only void of the 
objections which attach to the original for- 
mula, but affording certain other advantages 
convenient for calculation, &c. 

The prussic acid solution resulting from 
them will most closely epproximate in 
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DR. COLLIER AND MR. SIMPSON. 


calculation is made for, evaporation during 

the formation of the latter. 

Each fluid ounce will contain exactly 12 
grains of pure acid. 

Each fluid drachm will contain exactly 

14 grains of pure acid. 

Each fluid minim will contain exactly 
doth grain of pure acid. 

The proportions given in the formula may 
be maintained for any quantity of product 
that may be desired, by taking 

“Tartaric acid ...... 25 grains, 

Cyanide of potassium 11 grains. 

Distilled water...... 3 fluid drachms, 
Or any multiple of these numbers, my origi- 
nal formula being their multiple by six. 

1 am, Sir, &c., 
Ricsarp Lamine, Surg. 


89, Bishopsgate Within, July 22, 1831. 


TRIAL 


IN TRE 
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, 


COLLIER UV. SIMPSON. 
LETTER FROM DR. COLLIER. 
“ Modus utefdi ex veneno facit medicamentam, 
ex medica mento venenum.’’ 
“Medicines are life-saving in life-saving doses, 
and poisons in poisonous doses.” 


To the Editor of Tus Lancet. 


You, however, by insertin 
of last week certain misrep 
compel me most reluctantly to sac 
minutes in disabusing your mind, and that 
of the medical public, to whose good opinion 
Ido not affect to be indifferent. In the 
cause Cottier v. Simpson, tried recently 
in the Court of Common Pleas, and in which 
& verdict was. given against the defeudant 
slauder, five medical men were ex- 
amined. Your correspondent gives a gar- 
bled account of the evidence of four, and 
leaves out the fifth entirely. Now, Sir, can 
any man doubt, after reading Mr. Simpson's 
extracts from the evidence, that it is his 
Wish to gull the medical public into a belief, 
and that his object on the cross-examina- 


half of digitalis, in twenty-four hours? Now 
for the refutation. 

It was in evidence that the prescri 
was written on Sunday evening at six o'clock ; 
that in the very act of prescribing, 1 re- 
quested the mother to show me her tea- 
spoons ; that she showed me three; that I 
selected the least, a very small metal spoon, 
such as the lower classes use as a sugar- 
yf op that I had just before been using 
this same spoon while showing them how to 
feed my hydrocepbalic patient; that al- 
though a second bottle of the medicine was 
compounded, only one dose of that second 
bottle was exhibited, scarcely sufficient to 
compensate for unavoidable loss in the ex- 
hibition of the several doses of the first; 
that the medicine was discontinued on Tues- 
day night at twelve o’clock ; that the mo« 
ther had exhibited it regularly every four 
hours ; and yet, that the whole taken be- 
tween six o’clock on Sunday evening, and 
twelve o'clock on Tuesday night, an interval 
of fifty-four hours, or fifty, allowing four 
hours for compounding it, was one bottle, 
and one dose out of a second, or, in other 
words, half a grain in fifty hours, and not 
half a grain in twenty-four hours, as your 
correspondent has erroneously stated. 

Now, Sir, upon this part of the evidence 
I shall only remark, that the spoon was pro- 
duced jn Court; that it was passed up to the 
bench ; that it was examined by Sir Henry 
Halford, and that that distinguished phy- 
sician very properly prefaced his opinion 
with these words: ‘‘ This is an unusually 
small spoon. I presume that each dose 
would contain one-twenty-fourth part of a 
grain of corrosive sublimate,” &c. Refer, 
Sir, to the evidence of Sir H. Halford, as 
stated by Simpson, and published by your- 
self, and make the amende honorable as 
soon as possible, for having done him much 
injustice in publishing such a garbled state- 
ment of it. 

So much for the affair of the spoon, about 
which your correspondent is as silent as the 
grave. I call upon you to come forward and 
give your opinion as an independent jour- 
nalist, and say whetber this surgeon-apothe- 
cary deserves any lenity at my hands. I 
here, “‘ ex more tuo,” challenge you and 
the whole medical world to canvass my 
treatment of this case, and to show that a 
more scientific prescription could have been 
substituted. It is important to know, that 
the druggist who compounded the prescrip- 
tion was in court during the trial, and that 
he is intimate with the defendant. 

Having read this statement, which, if the 
defendant can succeed in impeaching, I 


tion of my witnesses was to gull the jury 
into a belief (as he had temporarily gulled | 
Messrs, Granville, Copeland, Johnson, aud | 
1 n), that had exhibited half a grain | 


of corrosive sublimate, and ix grains wad a | 


pledge myself to pay the heavy costs which 

his malignity has fixed upon him, I now ask 

ou, Sir, and the public, how much bearing 

had the cross-examination of my witnesses 
202 
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to do with the cause, For example, sup- 
pose the defendant’s counsel, instead of 
asking each witness, ‘“‘ Did youin your own 
practice ever give half a grain of corrosive 
» gsublimate to a child seven years old within 
twenty-four bours?”—suppose, I say, he 
had asked, ‘“‘ Did you ever give half a 
bucket-full of corrosive sublimate to a child 
seven years old within twenty. four hours ?”— 
would not this last question in strict equity 
be just as applicable to the case as the first ? 
Why then was it asked? To throw dust 
into the eyes of the jury, whose minds, as 
the defendant called no witnesses, he knew 
my counsel would have no opportunity of 
disabusing—and why does he continue to 
fiddle on the same string?—to throw dust 
into the eyes of the public, with the vain 
expectation, that as he had never known or 
seen me engaged in a paper-war, I might 
digest the misrepresentation in silence. 

t is my next busi to subjoin a few 
comments on the evidence of Dr. Elliotson, 
which the defendant would construe as 
strongly reprehensory of my practice, but 
which, in fact, was only reprehensory of a 
course of practice which the defendant pro- 

for his own gratification, and for the 
misleading of the jury. Thus Dr. Elliotson 
was led to say he would not depend on the 
term ‘* teaspoonful” for such a medicine. 
Had I trusted to the term? Was it not in 
evidence that I had carefully selected my 
measure out of three teaspoons? He then 
goeson to say, that he would wish to produce 
salivation and flux of urine in such a case, 
Did I not succeed in that indication? And 
had we not the evidence of Mr. Dale, the 
apothecary, to prove that the child was 
mildly salivated, and was under as favour- 
able circumstances for recovery as the na- 
ture of the disease would permit? ‘ Dr. 
Elliotson would bave been very anxious in 
inquiring what had been done before.” Was 
it not in evidence that the physician knew, 
and thateven the poor woman Miater knew, 
that her child bad been taking calomel pow- 
ders every four hours for four days, with- 
out any effect. ‘* Aftersuch a prescription 
he (Dr. Elliotson) would have seen the 
child twice in the day, or heard from some 
one on whom he could depend.” Was it 
not in evidence that, on the only day J 
omitted to see the case, I had two interviews 
with Hannah Minter, and heard from her 
the progress of it, and the eflects of the 
medicine ; and I would ask those who heard 
her evidence, Did she not manifest more than 
usual intelligence? ‘‘ If the tongue were 
swollen,” said Dr. Elliotson, ‘‘ and the 


teeth denuded, the effects were stronger 
than desired.” Did the defendant’s coun- 
sel dare to support this inuendo, by putting 
to either of the witnesses who saw the child 
a single question, by which the court and 


ACTION FOR ALLEGED SLANDER. 


jury might have determined whether the 
salivation was mild or severe? And did not 
the plaintiff's counsel, with Orfila in his 
hands, opened at that page in which are 
described the effects of excessive salivation, 
put question after question to elicit from the 
‘young woman (age 22) Minter, who was 
constantly in attendance upon her brother, 
whether such effects had been obsérved? 
And were not this girl’s negative answers a 
sufficient refutation of that most iniquitous 
calumny which the defendant first conveyed 
to Dr. Birkbeck, who was told by the de- 
fendant the prescription was for a child of 
three years old,—/rom thence to Dr. J. John- 
son; who was told by the defendant that 
three bottles of the medicine had been 
given,—from thence to Drs. Granville, 
Thomson, and Copeland? And were they 
not all told, that this child had died from 
and under the effects of corrosive subli- 
mate?. Was not a written paper shown to 
them, describing the extensive ulcerations 
which the medicine bad produced? And 
had not the defendant his justification on 
record up to the day of the trial? Dr. El- 


|iotson, ** according to the directions, ima- 
| gined the whole of the medicine would be 


taken in twenty-six hours.” Where was 
Dr. Elliotson when it was proved, that the 
aggregate quantity of the medicine taken 
did not exceed one bottle, and one dose out 
of the second bottle? Where was Dr. El- 
liotson when the spoon was produced, and 
when that spoon was proved to have been 
selected at the time of prescribing? Where 
was he when it was proved, that after re 
larly exhibiting the medicive. every 
hours, from Sunday evening to ‘Tuesday at 
midnight, one bottle and two teaspoonsful 
of the second bottle was the aggregate 
quantity that had been given? 

For those who take an interest in this 
trial, not from an itching after slander, but 
from a love of science, I shall here subjoin 
a few references :— 

Underwood's Diseases of Children, 8th 
ed., p. 358, Several cases of hydrocephalus 
acutus, treated by the corrosive sublimate, 
from the one-thirtieth to one-sixteenth of a 
grain every four or six hours: of these, two 
were successful, 

Medical Commentaries, vol. 5, p. 352. 
A successful case, treated by Dr. Thomas 
Aery, of Whitehaven, by corrosive subli- 
mate, calomel, and mercurial inunction. 

Dr. Cheyne on Hydrocephalus, 2nd ed., 
1819, p. 100, treats a child, three years and 
six months old, with mercury and fox-glove ; 
begins with twelve drops of tinct. digitalis, 
a much greater dose than mine, and ascends 
to thirty-three drops four times a day. 
P. 65, 66, records his opinion, that opium 
should be given with mercury in hy 


phalus, not to check but to increase the 
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DR. COLLIER AND MR. SIMPSON. 


effects of the latter medicine, and to tran- 
quillize internal irritation. 

Dr. Withering on Digitalis, p.57. Suc- 
cessful case of hydrocephalus acutus 3 child 
six years old. M. M, blood-letting, cold 


by Mr. Dale, of Holbom ; by Mr. Gibson, 
Surgeon, R.N.; ‘and, within an hour of 
death, by Mr. Wright, Surgeon of Hammer- 
smith ; who could all prove that he had no 
such symptoms,—the defendant very wisely, 


affusion, mercurial inunction, and half an‘ although at the eleventh hour, when he saw 


ounce of the infusion of digitalis every third 
or fourth hour!!! P. 97. Another success- 
ful case similarly treated. 

Hunter on Venereal, edited by Adams, 
znd ed., 1818. P. 505. His opinion is in 
favour of the most soluble preparation of 
mercury. 

Orfila, p. 47, Waller's Translation, 2nd 
edit. 1818. Considers one-eighth of a grain 
of the sublimate a very small dose. 

Cross’s Medical Sketch of Paris, 1815, 
p- 160. The sublimate the only prepara- 
tion used at l’Hdpital de Venerieni, and 
administered in half-grain doses. P. 166. 
The same medicine administered to a child 
ten weeks old. 

See also Darwin’s Zoonomia, under the 
article on Ilydrocephalus, where that emi- 
nent physician suggests the exhibition of 
this medicine in very large doses, far ex- 
eeeding my dose. 

To sum up as briefly as possible, I com- 
plain that Mr. Simpson records, by inuen- 
does, his belief that water is never absorbed 
from the brain, and yet was giving calomel 
every four hours for four days. I complain 
that Mr. Simpson was himself trying to 
salivate, and yet condemns salivation. I 
complain that whereas Mr. Simpson, in the 
face of a judge end jury, and in a court 
crowded with medical men, heard it satis- 
factorily proved, that the quantity of corro- 
sive sublimate taken in the fifty-four hours 
was half a grain and one-twenty-fourth. 
He has barefacedly made your Journal the 
vehicle for carrying far and wide his state- 
ment, that the quantity was half a grain in 
twenty-four hours. I complain, that Mr. 
Simpson is holding me forth as a physician 
Oppressing an apothecary, because he dif- 
fered in @ medical opinion. 

Mr, Simpson closes his account by saying, 
that Drs, Granville, Johnson, Copeland, and 
Thomson, were subpoaaed on the part of 
the defendant, but were not called, Why 
were they not called? Why were they 
Subpenaed? Mr. Editor, I will tell you. 
They were subpoenaed to prove that a lad of 
seven years of age, who takes half a grain 
of corrosive sublimate every twenty-four 
hours for three days, and who, after such 
treatment, has a tongue highly swollen, 
teeth denuded, fcetid breath, ulceration of 


mucous mewbrane, vomiting, purging, &c.,. 


&e., &e., may be reasonably supposed to 
have died from bad treatment ; but, as the 
defendant knew perfectly well that my pa- 
ent had none of these symptéms, that 
the tad had been seen by three medical men, 


no chance of saving his own pocket at the 
risk of my reputation, threw overboard the 
justification which he had entered on record, 
and reserved it for the safer mode of dis- 
cussion among his own medical friends, with 
whom the slander might rest safe, protected 
by the doctrine of ‘* confidential communi- 
cation.” 

I have now undeceived you and the pub- 
lic as to the quantity of the medicine ex- 
hibited. Permit me to explain the animus 
with which this action was brought. Mr. 
Simpson has declared, and you have pub- 
lished his declaration, that this trial is evi- 
dence of the necessity of medica! reform, 
Sir, it has no more to do with medical re- 
form than with the clay-eating Ottomaquees 
on the banks of the Orinoco. By the law of 
this land every apothecary has an undoubted 
right to express his opinion of a patient’s 
case, even though such opinion be diame- 
trically opposed to that of the physician in 
attendance ; it is his privilege ; ‘‘ the court 
awards it, and the law doth give it.” But, 
if an apothecary indulges in the coarse and 
malignant language of detraction ; if in the 
next breath, after expressing his recognition 
of a patient’s amendment whom he expect- 
ed to find dead, he unhesitatingly, without 
calculation, without inquiry, and without 
qualification, pronounces the remedial agent 
of that amendment a ‘ rank poison,” he 
must take the consequences of his malig- 
nity. 

Engaged in the threefold capacity of prac- 
tising physician, medical teacher, and au- 
thor, 1 have neither time nor inclination for 
further controversy. Suffice it therefore to 
say, I brought this action to punish malig- 
nity; the jury, by their verdict, have pro- 
nounced the defendant’s conduct malignant ; 
and now, Mr. Editor, disclaiming all fur- 
ther disputation, I here make asecond offer 
to pay the defendant’s costs (3004. at least), 
if a majority of the medical men, who are 
his and my neighbours at Hammersmith, 
will state that, judging from the evidence 
and from the defendant's professional con- 
duct towards them, they verily and indeed 
believe that he, the said defe t, was not 
actuated by a malignant feeling towards 

Your obedient humble servant, 
_ G.F. M.D. 
32, Spring Gardens, July 25, 1831. . 

[We shall decline inserting any further 
communications on the subject = this trial, 
unless they are comprised within a very 
brief 
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CAUSES AND TREATMENT OF 
DEAFNESS.* 


No, IV. 
By W. Watcnr, Surgeon-Aurist, 


Tue directions for vinegar and water, 
scales of iron, and vinegar, or oxgall, &c., 
as injections, I pass over, —— that 
they require no serious discussion. What 
Other injections Dr. Fosbroke intends that 

tients should use, unless it be hot water, 

believe he has not stated ; and on the use 
of that, I have already expressed an opinion, 
that unless there be indurated cerumen in 
the auditory passage, repeated syringing 
with even warm water will prove injurious, 
and that medicated injections can only be 
useful where disease exists, or the state of 
the meatus renders other applications im- 


rt. Fosbroke, by his particular descrip- 
tion of the Duke of Wellington’s case, would 
lead those who read his statement to be- 
lieve that Dr. Fosbroke had been consulted 
on it whilst his Grace was at Cheltenham. 
Dr. Fosbroke appears to have gleaned some 
few circumstances of the case, but even these 
are onl ially correct. It was not the 
= which the Duke suffered in the first 
mstance that induced him to apply to a 
entleman, but merely the sing- 
ng noise and deafness consequent on the 
accident. The person then cousulted by 
his Grace was formerly a general practi- 
tioner in the country, is a member of the 
College of Surgeons as well as Dr. Fos- 
broke, and although on coming to reside in 
London several years ago, he commenced 
practice as an oculist and aurist, yet I sup- 
pose he does not feel himself flattered by the 
application to him of Dr. Fosbroke’s in- 
tended offensive epithet of * pure aurist.”’ 
This gentleman did not give the opinion 
stated; the lunar caustic, however, did 
uce the most painful effects and alarm- 
ing symptoms, totally destroyed the sense of 
hearing on one side, and seriously endan- 
fered the other. The Duke did not suffer 
rom abscesses and purulent discharge for 
two years, but only until his return from 
Verona, when I was called into attendance; 
and although the public papers mentioned 
at one time that his Grace @ cancer in 
his ear, and at another that he was suffering 
from an , there was not one word of 
truth in either statement. I have attended 
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the Duke as Ais aurist from the 20th of 
April, 1823, to the present time, and the 
scientific potion of the community will ap- 
preciate the t difference I have had the 
satisfaction of producing by mild and gentle 
treatment, When I first saw the Duke's 
ears they were ina state of active disease, 
They are now in such a state of health, as 
to require only occasional attention to re- 
move portions of indurated cerumen, and 
his hearing is also restored on the right 
side, so us to serve for all the purposes of 
social life ; indeed the sense on that side i 
so near perfection, as to cause the loss of 
the other ear to be very little felt as a pri- 
vation, So sensible is his Grace of these 
facts, that 1 frequently am honoured with 
patients recommended by him, The bene- 
fit derived from the Duke’s sbort residence 
at Cheltenham was, if any, very trifling ; 
nor is his general health restored even at 
this period to the state it was in, pre. 
vious to the unfortunate application of the 
caustic, During several years, at least 
twelve, I have written against the use of it; 
I have seen many who have suffered from 
this violent process; amongst others an 
eminent physician, who has lost the sense 
of hearing on one side, Dr, Fosbroke calls 
it a “ violent and empiricel remedy ;” yet, 
in one of his former papers, which i have 
noticed, be holds up to admiration, inter 
alia, a gentleman who displayed his know- 
a4] by recommending this very applica- 
t 

Dr. Fosbroke mentions injections into 
the cavity of the tympanum, and names M, 
Gugot as being the person who p' 
them to the Royal Academy of Sciences at 
Paris, about 1755; and that Mr, Wathen, 
about the same time, proposed and practised 
it with success in this country. It is some- 
what extraordinary, and even ridiculous, 
that Dr. Fosbroke, who attempts to stigma- 
tise all persons who profess to have a know- 
ledge of diseases of the auditory organs, 
unless they be general practitioners, should 
quote such a man ; for Guyot (not Gugot*) 
was neither physician, surgeon, apothecary, 
chemist, nor aarist, but was merely post- 
master at Versailles, who probably having 
heard that there was a tube leading to the 


internal part of the ear, which commenced 
in the throat, and that a s e in that 
part might have caused his deafness, at- 


tempted to remove the obstruction by 
syringing through his mouth, and believing 
he bad made an important discovery, in 
1724 (not in 1755) made it known to the 
Academy, who, after due consideration, de- 
cided that the operation was wholly im- 
practicable. Wathen was not the first in 
England who attempted the operation 


* In to Dr. Fosbroke's paper, 


* Very probably an error of the press.—Ep. L. 
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the nostrils, for Cleland did so in 

1740 ;, it is mentioned in Palfin's 
by Petit, date 1755, and Douglas also de- 
monstrated the practicability of reaching 
the orifice of the Eustachian tube by this 
e, to whom Wathen acknowledged 
is obligation ; but his success was not such 
as to induce further perseverance. 
Itard’s plan I have long known; it is inge- 
nious, but to a nervous patient alarming. 
His tubes are similar to those I contrived 
fourteen years ago, yet very different from 
Dr. Fosbroke’s. tis very easy to describe 
the modus operandi, deduced from experi- 
ments on the dead subject; but those who 


have performed it on the living, know by | 


experience the difficulties of overcoming 
the fears of patients, or performing the 
Operation with any satisfactory result. ‘To 
talk of reaching the cavity of che tympanum, 
or injecting liquids into it, appears to those 
unacquainted with the anatomy of the part, 
to be a specimen profound erudition 
and ability of the soi-disant operator; but 
when the situation and size of the Eusta- 
chian tube are taken into consideration, it 
is evident the parties professing to do this 
are labouring under delusion, and, like 
Guyot, fancy they have -made a wonderful 

iscovery. In syringing the external mea- 
tus, when naturally small, it often occurs 
that there is considerable difficulty in ab- 
straeting the whole of the injection. How 
would it then be withdrawn, if injected into 
the cavity of the tympanum, and what 
evils might it not occasion, if suffered to re- 
main there? The orifice of the Eustachian 
tube may be cleansed by the proposed 
method, and beneficial results may gradu- 
ally take place; but the operation is much 
overrated in point of y, and is falla- 
cious in regard to the object which it is 
pretended can be attained. 

The arguments used by Dr. Fosbroke 
against puncturing the membrana tympani, 
in many of the obscure cases of deafness, 
are to be found in my work published in 
1817, There are, however, frequently, cases 
ig which it becomes a judicious operation, 
as I have mentioned in Tue Lancer of the 
%h instant. We have recently had a French 
oculist im this country, who brought. over 
an instrument for the more successful per- 
formance of this operation. It was a hollow 
tube of steel, about the size of a small crow’s 
quill, about five inches long. At the end 
which was to be introduced into the audi- 
tory passuge, the tube was slanting, so as 
to meet the leaning position of the mem- 
brana tympani; at the upper end there was 
a little revolving key. ‘The manner of using 
it was this :—ihe end to be intro- 
duced into the auditory passage, pressed 
against the membrana tympani ; the key at 
the upper end to be turned, which then 


forced out a taper screw that was to pass 
through the membrana tympani to the ex- 
tent ofabout an eighth of an inch, when the 
screw, by u strong spring, was suddenly 
withdrawn into its case, lacerating the 
membrane, whereby it was pretended a per- 
manent opening would be made. To reason 
upon such a specimen of surgical folly would 
be waste of time ; I was offered one of them, 
but refused to encumber myself with any- 
thing so ridiculous. If the perforation could 
ever prove beneficial, where closure of the 
Eustachian tubes exist, it must be by the 
opening remaining pervious, but | never yet 
saw one cuse in which it was not healed 
within a week, and J am certain that I have 
given the experiment as fair a trial as possi- 
ble, with a variety of curiously-shaped in- 
struments, 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, July 30, 1831. 


— 

We now turn,—strange to say, with 
infinite satisfaction,—from the speech pam- 
phiet of Mr. Lawaence, to the reform 
pamphlet of Mr. Green. When the former 
gentleman essayed to instruct his profes- 
sional brethren in the course which they 
should pursue in order to recover and main- 
tain their imprescriptible rights, little did 
they suspect that they were to be so soon 
forsaken by their vaunting champion, and 
stillless did they suspect, that the chances 
aud changes of four or five short years, 
would have the effect of placing him asa 
willing volunteer in the ranks of the bitter- 
est of their enemies, 

Whatever charges of apostacy or tergiver- 
sation may be fairly brought home to Mr, 
Lawrence by the great body of English 
practitioners, it is not less true that the 
character of Mr. Green is maintained per- 
fectly clear from, and unsullied by, any 
similar accusations. Mr. Green has not 
forsaken the summit of the exalted mount of 
“ Liberalism,” to “‘ knot and gender” in the 
lowest sink of corporate corruption. On the 
contrary, the production now before us shows 
that he has broken from those restraints 
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which were imposed upon him by the tram- 
mels and prejudices of a London hospital 
education, and that his natural goodness of 
heart is disposed to lead him into those 
honourable and liberal paths from which he 
has been withheld, or probably driven, by 
the wily machinations of his dark-minded 
coadjutors. 

It is now sufficiently obvious, that had 
Mr. Green acted fully up to his own no- 
tions of right, he would long since have 
promulgated opinions directly the reverse 
of those which have been maintained by the 
official personages, with whom, unhappily 
for his reputation, he has been brought so 
frequently into professional contact. It has, 
indeed, always struck us as most extraordi- 
nary, thata man who, in treating many pro- 
fessional subjects, could exhibit so much 
acuteness and accuracy of perception, vigour 
of thought, and power of reasoning, should 
at the same time betray so much of confu- 
sion and obscurity in all matters connected 
with hospital government and medical legis- 
lation. But the riddle is now solved. The 
mind of Mr. Greew has not been permitted 
to enjoy a free scope. It has been encum- 
bered by prejudices, and darkened by theo- 
ries, which he could neither object to, ex- 
pose, nor control. The poison stole upon him 
imperceptibly ; and at a moment when he 
expected to find himself in the high road to 
preferment, and in the full sunshine of pro- 
fessional popularity, he discovered, alas! 
when-almost too late, that he was plunged 
into the very dungeon of nepotism, bound 
hand and foot by the demon monopoly. 
Yielding to the unnatural restraints imposed 
upon him—submitting to the crafty entrea- 
ties of malignity—Mr. Green consented in 
an.evil hour to attach his name to a paper 
which had for its object the exclusion of 
hospital reports from the pages of a medical 
journal. His name on that occasion was 
associated with those of Travens and Tyr- 
RELL; and so superlatively silly was the 
“ notice” of which they were the authors 


on that occasion, that the three gentlemen 
received a cognomen, which soon caused 
them to be known throughout the whole of 
Europe,—the “ THREE NINNY-HAMMERS 
of St. Thomas’s Hospital.” The younger 
members’ of the profession ought to be in- 
formed, that at the time when the prohibit- 
ory notice was issued, the right to publish 
reports of hospital cases was denied, not 
only by the hospital physicians and surgeons 
of this metropolis, but by the whole of our 
temporary medical journalists ; andif no- 
tices, threats, prosecutions, and indictments, 
could have produced a feeling of fear in the 
mind of the writer of this article, there would 
have been no published reports—no publish- 
ed lectures—no exposure of hospital nepo- 
tism—no disclosure of the incompetence of 
hospital functionaries—no denouncing of 
the mal-practises of “‘ neveys and noodles” 
—no reform-speech pamphlets—no upset- 
ting of the vile College in Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields—no instituting of the Lonpon Cot- 
Lece or Mepicine. By that single act— 
by the issuing of that one prohibitory no- 
tice—Mr. Green shortened the utility of 
his life by at least ten years; for it gave 
deep-rooted offence to every practitioner in 
the kingdom who was capable of appre- 
ciating the importance of a free medical 
press—to every one not directly interested 
in upholding the entire mass of hospital 
and collegiate abuses. No one, we have 
reason to believe, has more deeply regretted 
this unfortunate act than Mr. Gazen him- 
self, and in truth no’ one has had so much 
cause; for, by attaching himself to a party 
which was disgraced in the eyes of the 
whole profession, Mr. Green was shunned 
by many by whom he would otherwise have 
been esteemed; and, at the same time, 
was almost hated by hundreds who would 
have admired and respected his attainments, 
if he had possessed resolution sufficient to 
break the fetters which bound down and 
enslaved bis mind. . 
Mr. Green can have enjoyed little bap- 
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piness in his professional pursuits, for|fession to be lost in “ the darkness of for- 


scarcely has he ever spoken like an indi- 
vidual free from restraint. He has been 
the victim of party prejudices—but in the 
prisoner we saw realised the fable which 
represents the giant manacled by the Lilli- 
putians. Impatient under the tortures of 
this unnatural bondage, and viewing with 
disgust the mazes of iniquity in which he 
has been so long imprisoned, by one heroic 
effort be has cast aside his fetters, escaped 
from bis abhorred tyrants and companions, 
and now stands before the profession, at 
once an humble suppliant, and an instruc- 
tive monitor. 

The first few sentences of Mr. Garen’s 
letter forcibly betoken the tone of mind in 
which he grasped the pen to address his 
professional brethren on the subject of cox- 
LEGIATE MISGOVERNMENT :— 

“ The assertion that the character of the 
medical profession is no longer upheld in 
the public estimation has been so frequent- 
ly reiterated and re-echoed, that it has at 
length, with far too many, assumed the force 
of admitted fact. It has, therefore, become 
the duty of those who love and honour the 
profession, to ascertain if the opinion be 
well founded ; and should grounds for this 
momentous charge exist, to endeavour to 
trace the causes and discover the remedy. 
And it is under the strong sense of a duty 
which I owe to my profession, that, ua- 
willingly relinquishing pursuits far more 
congenial to my taste, I venture to address 
you upon this subject of present paramoun: 
importance. Professors, like states, seem 
destined to have their phases and mutations. 
They struggle from ignorance into light, 
tise through error and prejudice to their 
full meridian glory, decline then in the 
subdued splendour of forms that have no 
longer the inward life that produced them, 
and sink at last into the darkness of for- 
mule, dicta, and precedents.” , 

There are two points of importance in 
this passage :—First, we perceive that the 
feelings which induce the writer to address 
his professional brethren on the subject of 
medical government, are those of dissatis- 
faction with the present state of medicine ; 
and, secondly, that Mr. Green himself be- 
lieves the honours and dignities of our pro- 


mulz, dicta, and precedents.” 

Upon the second of these points we'are 
inclined to agree with him most fully, and 
the first we shall not dispute, though we are 
of opinion that Mr, Green is in error when 
he attributes his own anxiety for the re- 
spectability of the profession to the “ asser- 
tion,” that ‘* the character of the profes- 
sion is no longer upheld in public estima- 
tion,” and still less to this assertion” hav- 
ing “‘ with far too many assumed the force 
of admitted fact.” Had Mr. Green, in 
this passage, substituted the words ‘* hos- 
pital surgeons” for the words ‘* medical 
profession,” he would have given utterance 
to what evidently was in his mind at the 
time of writing, and in the truth thus ex- 
pressed, we should have seen the ground 
for his anxieties and perplexities. The ‘‘ as- 
sertion,” that ‘‘ the character of the medi- 
cal profession is no longer upheld in the 
public estimation,” has not, we can assure 
Mr. -Green, been often reiterated and re- 
echoed beyond the limits of that peculiar 
circle in which he himself moves, and in 
which some other hospital surgeons revolve. 
It would be strange, indeed, if it were so. 
The fact is, in reality, directly the reverse 
of the allegation. The character of the 
medical profession never stood so high in 
England as at this moment; never were 
the services of medical men so well appre- 
ciated ; never did medical practitioners be- 
fore exercise so powerful an influence over 
the public mind. Mr. Green, we believe, 
to be sincere. We shall, therefore, speak to 
him frankly, and tell him, that while he and 
his colleagues—he and the whole tribe of 
hospital functionaries ;—while he and the 
mottled, black and white, half-Whig, half- 
Tory, turn-coat-radical, junto of Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields, have been condoling themselves 
under the notion that ther have only sunk 
in public estimation in common with the 
great body of the profession—that is, while 
they, like Mr, Green, have been lamenting 
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that the character of the medical profession 
is no longer upheld in public estimation, 
that very medical profession has been re- 
joicing at the high estimation in which it is 
held by the public, and have been con- 
gratulating themselves that they were en- 
tirely dissevered from all connexion with 
the junto, and with the hospital surgeons 
whose cheracter, truly enough, is ‘no 
longer upbeld iu the public estimation.” 
Mr. Green, unfortunately, falsified the fact 
by the simple process of extension, ‘ The 
character of hospital surgeons is no longer 
upheld in the public estimation.” ‘That is 
what you’ should have said, Mr, Green, 
and then the cause of your dissatisfaction, 
might have been at once traced to its 
proper source, 

Ifhospital surgeons are less highly prized 
than they were some seven years since, we 
would ask Mr. Green, whether he believes 
that their inveterate hostility to a free me- 
dical press, has in any way tended to acce- 
lerate the effect which he so deeply deplores. 
Having fallen into this error,—haviog aided 
the efforts of the mouopolists in the very in- 
fancy of our labours, Mr. Geen has, pro- 
bably, devoted some attention to the sub- 
ject, and is fully capable of replying to the 
question we have proposed. Unhappily for 
Mr. Green, he formerly combined with 
others in an attempt to resist the force of 
public opinion, and to stem the current of 
intellectual improvement, and he is now 
suffering for his rashness,—he is checked 
and retarded in his progress, by having en- 
gaged in that unjust and unequal contest. 
He appears anxious to have it believed, that 
he and his colleagues stand not alone iu their 
degradation, and that the character of the 
whole profession has suffered with them, A 
certain negro, when stared at on European 
soil, exclaimed with singular self-compla- 
cency, “ In my country, all black.” And 
so the hospital surgeons, mow that they can 
no longer place their feet in triumph upon 
the necks of general practitioners,—now 


that they are brought down to their own 
proper level, are wont to exclaim, * The 
character of the profession, all black.” But 
we may forgive this error in Mr. Green, 
because that gentleman, in tracing the 
causes of the disgrace into which his de- 
partment of the profession has fallen, has 
fixed those causes upon what is called the 
weap of the professional body,—a truly 
Etbiopian head,—while he hesitates not to 
represent the members as being as free from 
spot as unstained snow. 

Alter dwelling upon the discrepancies 
which distinguish medical legislation in this 
country, and explaining several of the de- 
fects to be found iu the College in Lincoln's 
Inn Fields, Mr, G neen proposes for consi- 
deration the following modifications of the 
charter, to be observed ‘ in regulating the 
administration of the affairs, and sugges- 
tions for the improvement, of the College of 

” 


Surgeons, 

“ 1.—That the government of the Col- 
lege should be vested in a President, a 
eme Council, and a General Coun 

* 2.—Tbat the Supreme Council should 
consist of the President and twenty mem- 
bers, who should have the entire manage- 
ment of the affairs of the College, and the 
conducting of examinations. 

“ 3.—That the members of the Supreme 
Council should appoint its own members 
from the General Council, and consist only 
of those who do uot practise midwifery, nor 
dispense medicines. 

4.—That the General Council should 
consist of the members of the Supreme 
Council, and for forty additional members, 
twenty of whom should be under the obli- 
gation not to practise midwifery nor dis- 
pense medicines, and the remaining twenty 
of general the total 
number of the General Council sixty-one. 

“ 5.—That the General Council should 
appoint its own members, 

** 6.—That the General Council should 
choose auditors of the accounts, and might 
suggest to the Supreme Council at their 
meetings any measures for the beuefit of 
the protession, And further, that all pub- 
lic acts of the Supreme Council should be 
commuuicated to them. 

“ 7.—Thet the eligibility of that class of 
members “ the General Council, under the 
obligation of not practising midwifery, sor 
dispensing medici should be 


gS 


£58 


have 
they 
the 
the 
a th 
chan 
Hon 
cil, 
town 

give 
disp 
to th 

gery 
exan 
have 
to te 
ratio 
than 

take 
thei 
prea 

ter, 
shou 
was 
with 
piric 
can 


as om & AGT Rada 


determined by proofs 
study, and % superior capability, evinced 


MR. GREEN'S MODIFICATIONS OF THE COLLEGE. 674 


ofa course of 


severer examinations. 1, On entering 
e profession, they should produce certifi- 
cates at the College of having been instruct- 
ed aod undergone examinations in Latin, 
Greek, Mathematics, and Logic. 2, That 
they should have devoted at least five 8 
to the study of their profession, and pro- 
duce certificates of having attended lectures 
on anatomy, physiology, chemistry, materia 
medica, botany, practice of medicine, medi- 
cal jurisprudence, ive anatomy, 
midwifery, and that during that time they 
have attended a public hospital. 3. That 
they undergo three distinct examinations ; 
the first on anatomy and physiology, the 
second ou pathology and therapeutics, and 
the third on surgery ; and that they write 
@ thesis on a given subject, in @ closed 
chamber, without the aid of books. 


“ 8,—That there should be a class of 
Hono Members of the General Coun- 
cil, men of distinguished merit in provincial 
towns, the army, navy, or colonies. 

“ 9.—That general practitioners who have 
given up the practice of midwifery and the 
dispensing of medicines, should be eligible 
to the first class of the General Council. 

“ 10,—That teachers of anatomy and sur- 
gery should not only have undergone the 
examinations of the frst class, but should 
have given public proofs of their capability 
to teach by delivering a lecture, the prepa- 
ration for which should not occupy more 
than twenty minutes, ‘ 

“© 11.—That effectual means should be 
taken of enforcing the dutics of masters to 
their apprentices or articled students, by a 

and definite course of instruction. 


 12.—In the provisious of a new Char- 
ter, it should be imperative that no one 
should be allowed to practise surgery who 
was not a member of the College. Since 
without this check upon ignorance and em- 
piricism, it is impossible that the College 
can exercise one of its most important func- 
tions—that of protecting the public from the 
arts and practices of dishonest, unskilful, 
and incompetent pretenders. 

“ 13.—And lagtly, that the Charter 
should distinctly define, express, and de- 
clare, the power of expelling all those who, 
by dishonourable practices, have rendered 
themselves unworthy ihe character of mem- 
bers of a liberal profession, whether it be 
by the use of secret remedies, by advertis- 
ing, by partnerships in trading concerns, by 

umnious reports of their professional 
brethren, breaches of professional confi- 
dence, or whatever else may be considered 
to @ professional character,” — | 


Mr. Green has entitled his pamphlet, 
“ Distinction without Separation ;” but this 
scheme embraces the very worst of those 
obnoxious principles which lead to all the 
separations and persecutions of which the 
great body of the profession so loudly and 
bitterly complain, Nevertheless, this plan 
is evidently the product of a gentleman who 
entertains many liberal and just views with 
regard to the rigits and privileges of his 
professional brethren, and the entire spirit 
of the pamphlet evinces a strong feeling 
on the part of the author against the con- 
stitution of the charter, and also against 
‘the present conduct of the Council of the 
College iu Lincoln’s Inu Fields under that 
charter. , 

In going through the pamphlet for the pur- 
pose of placing this scheme in our present 
Number, we have passed over three or four 
points which are not undeserving the atten- 
tion of the profession. These we shall 
bring under the notice of our readers next 
week, and at the same time investigate the 
merits of Mr. Gasen’s proposal in con+ 
nexion with the form of government now 
sanctioned in the Lonpon Cotiece or Me- 
DICINE. 

It is evident from the tenor of his remarks 
that he considers the scheme of government 
adopted in this latter College, the beau ideal 
of medical legislation, but Mr. Green is 
not yet sufficiently accustomed to the broad 
glare of light which bas fallen upon him 
since bis escape from the dark paths of 
corruption, to enuble him to see with the 
clearness and certainty which would justify 
him in believing that this College will be 
crowned with triumphant success. When he 
shall have proceeded a few more steps beyond 
the position which he uow occupies, his 
confidence in the stability of the new Col- 
lege will not be less marked than must be 
his approval of. the virtuous principles upon 
which it is to be governed. 
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Tue Committee of Education, we under- 
stand, have recommended to the Council, 
the election of Mr. Jones Quarn to the Pro- 
fessorship of Anatomy, and of his brother, 
Mr. Ricuarp Quai, to the office of De- 
monstrator,—a recommendation which, 
judging from precedeuts, is tantamount to 
the confirmed choice of these gentlemen. 

The University promises to open in Octo- 
ber under circumstauces of a most favour- 
able description, and as it shall become just 
and liberal in its system of government, and 
in the selection of its professors, so shall 
we heartily hope for its permanent success, 


THE CHOLERA, 


PROPOSAL CF AN EXPERIMENT 


By which the Controversy regarding the 
possibility of the Importation of the 


Tue celebrated Chervin, long known to 
the medical and mercantile world as an ar- 
dent and sagacious investigator of the mode 
of propagation of the yeilow fever, has just 
addressed a long and able letter to the 
French minister of the interior, wherein 
he proposes the institution of a great and 
final experiment by which the problem of 
the alleged transmission of the exciting 
cause of cholera in merchandise of various 
kinds may be satisfactorily determined. 
He suggests that a spot should be chosen 
in one of the least populous districts of 
the north-west of France, and that a swift- 
sailing steam vessel should be procured to 
carry thither from the Baltic a cargo of the 
foul linen, garments, beds, &c., just taken 
from the dead and dying of the existing 
pestilence ;—that from 60 to 100 volunteers 
of different ages and temperaments and 
habits (of whom he demands to be the first) 
be there clad in these clothes, lodged in the 
beds, and in every manner exposed to the 
supposed fomites of the contagion. He 
thus conceives that this great mercantile 
and sanatory question may be completely 


solved. If the hundred individuals thus) 
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situated escape unharmed, restrictions are 
nugatory, and are prejudicial to one of the 
first interests of nations. If, on the other 
hand, the disease explode amongst the ex- 
perimentalists, uncertainty will be at an 
end, precautions must be redoubled, and 
the philanthropic merchant will learn to 
submit with resignation to the restrictions 
imposed on commerce for the safety of bis 
fellow men, 

The miserable spirit of jobbing to which 
the English government has, ignorantly 
perhaps, lent iteelf in the recent appoint- 
ments to the “‘ Board of Health,” affords a 
sufficient pledge that no such proposal as 
the present would be listened to by them 
with ordinary patience. However, our own 
impression on this subject is, that if every 
individual of such a colony were to escape 
the disease, there are yet ample reasons for 
preventing any government from foregoing 
the most rigid precautions, with the direct 
purpose of excluding the disease from the 
country under their care. 

We may take this opportunity of adding, 
that M, Chervin entirely concurs in the 
view we took in a recent number of the 
folly and totally inconclusive nature of such 
experiments as those lately performed in 
Warsaw by M. Foy. 


MEDICAL NEWS FROM POLAND. 

Discorp reigns in the medical camp of 
Warsaw. Strife and passion have displaced 
wise and enlightened discussions; each 
arrives with his panacea against the cholera, 
and extols it to the skies; but the apple 
of contention is amongst them, and is at- 
tended by its usual disastrous consequences. 
Some of the disputants (Mr. Searle especi- 
ally, who is to stay in Warsaw for three 
months, at a pecuniary advantage of 22,000 
florins, and who states that a long residence 
in India has entailed upon him three sepa- 
rate attacks of cholera)—some pretend to 
cure with six-grain doses of calomel, given 
every hour, alcoholic drinks, and nothing 
else; others (Drs. Leo and Mikulniski) 
assert that the magistery of bismuth, given 
in quantities of from one to four grains an 
hour, is the ne plus ultra of therapeutics in 
the existing epidemic. Lastly, a few still 
adhere to the cld method of treatment by 
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venesection, cupping-glasses, opium , warm 
drinks, opium and camphor, but their num- 
ber diminishes every day. 

For some days past, there has been a vio- 


lent dispute between Messrs. Searle and, 


Mikulniski, respecting the virtues of their 
respective nostrums. The two combatants 
speak bad French, seldom understand each 
other, and always get into a passion. It is 
said that they intend to decide the contré- 
versy by an appeal from the lancet to the 
sword !— Letter in the Lancette Francuise. 


LETTER PROM M. LONDE, PRESIDENT OF 
THE FRENCH MEDICAL COMMISSION AT 
WARSAW, 

M. Lone announces the arrival of the com- 
mission in Warsaw on the 30th of June. 
He states that the cholera, which appeared 
to have ceased, has recommenced its ra- 
vages since the commencement of July. 
Melancholy to relate, M. Londe adds, that 
the young and gay, but learned Legallois, 
whose spirited sketch of Dieffenbach we 
some time since inserted in Tue Lancer, 
lay at the point of death when his dispatch 
left Warsaw. 


ANIMAL MAGNETISM, 


Tne commissioners of the Frenel: Aca- 
demy have at length reported on this singu- 
lar subject through M. Husson, one of its 
members, ‘The commission have spent se- 
veral months in personally witnessing the 
Magnetic experiments, and they have con- 
fined their report to the circumstances they 
have themselves examined, On the whole, 
We may observe, that many of the supposed 
magnetic effects bear strong evidence of 
legerdemain and chicanery in their perform- 
ance. Others, again, are of so strange and 
perfectly unintelligible a character, that they 
have completely staggered the scepticism of 
the French commission; and we find M, 
Husson admitting, that under the magnetic 
influence the subjects read and played cards 
with closed eyelids, that they distinctly 
described the diagnosis of their maladies, 
and predicted future eveuts. We cannot be 
expected to form a judgment on such dis- 
taut and equivocal testimony but the con- 


cluding passage of M. Husson’s report seemg 
to call the further attention of the medical 
profession to the subject, by his admitting 
animal magnetisin to be ‘entitled to a place 
as a therapeutic agent.” M. Husson, it may 
be right to add, is a most distinguished phy- 
sician, and his brilliant report was received 
with loud acclamations by the learned assem- 
bly to which it waz addressed. 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON, 


DISMISSAL OF PROFESSOR PATTISON. 


To the Editor of Tue Laxcer. 


_ Sir,—You will oblige me by publishing 
in your Journal the following minute of the 
Council of the University of J.ondon, re- 
ceived by me last night :— 

* Session of Council, July 23, 1831. 

“ The Council, in concurrence with the sugges- 
tion contained in the report of the Select Com- 
mittee of this Council of the 18th of Jane, Isl, 
* That the popularity and efficiency of the medical 
school have received a shock by the disturbances 
which have prevailed in it, and which can only be 
obviated by the retirement of Professor Pattison 
from the chairs of anatomy and surgery ;’ and deem- 
ing it, therefore, essential to the well-being of the 
University, aud the success o!f the medical school, 
that Professor Pattison should not any longer con- 
tinue to occupy those chairs, 

** Ifesolved,—That Professor Pattison be, and he 
is hereby, removed from his situations of professor 
of anatomy and surgery in this University. 

“ Resolved,—That in taking this step the Coun- 
cil feel it due to Professor Pattison~to state, that 
nothing which has come to their knowledge, with 
respect to his conduct, has in any way tended to 
im peach either his general character, or professional 
skill and knowledge. 

(Signed) “ Tuomas Coarrs.” 

As it is my intention to publish imme. 
diately a history of my connexion with that 
institution, and an account of the causes 
which gave rise to the disturbances re- 
ferred to, I will only now observe, that b 
the admission of the Council themselves, 
** nothing has come to their knowledge with 
respect to my conduct, which has, in any 
way, tended to impeach either my general 
character, or my professional skill and 
knowledge.” ‘Yhis being admitted, it is 
difficult to understand on what principle of 
justice a gentleman, who has been induced 
on the representations of the Council to re- 
sign a professorship in America, which was 
worth above 2,000/, per annum, to engage 
in their service, cau by an arbitrary act be 
deprived of an office, to obtain which he 
made so great a sacrifice. I remain, Sir, 
your humble servant, 

Granvitte S. Pattison. 
129, Regent-st., July 24, 1831.: 


*,* With the above letter we also re- 
ceived another from Mr, W. Gowan, of 
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6, Cleveland Row, a member of the Select 
Committee, in which Mr. Gowen expresses 
his decided disapprobation of the recom- 
mendation for Professor Pattison’s dismissal, 
contained in the report of the Select Com- 
mittee, on the following grounds :—ist. 
That Professor Pattison’s scientific testimo- 
nials dre of the highest character. 2nd. 
That he expressed his willingness, when 
appointed to the University, to undergo 
any examination. Srd, That he was not 
permitted to appoint his own demonstrator, 
which was an error that gave rise to great 
dissensions. 4th and 5th, That when the 
students began to Fay ee the competency 
of the Professor, the Council dealt irreso- 
lutely with them, and that they were per- 
mitted to meet in the demonstrator’s room. 
6th and 7th. That the warmest testimony 
had been borne to the Professor's excellence 
and qualifications by other professors now, 
or late, in the University; and that many 
of them had expressed their firm conviction 
to the Council, that the dissensions in the 
medical school did not arise out of any de- 
fect or misconduct of Professor Pattison. 
And 8th. That a committee had themselves 
found the charges against him to be ground- 
less. Mr. Gowan accordingly protested 
+ sow the proposed dismissal, until the 

rofessor was heard in his own vindication, 
which the Committee refused, on the ground 
of their incompetency to hear and decide on 


his reply.—Ep. 


LONDON VACCINE INSTITUTIONS. 


To the Baitor of Tue Lancst. 


Sin,—In reference to the discussion re- 
specting the regulation of the London Vac- 
cine Institution, I have only to add, that 
the last communication of ‘* Medicus” is so 
well written, so carefully and fairly made, 
as to have afforded me much pleasure in the 
perusal; and although, considering that, 
from all the circumstances of the case, the 
governors are justified in maintaining such 
aresolution as the one referred to, I am 
obliged to differ from ‘‘ Medicus,” I feel 
constrained to acknowledge that the tenor of 
his communications has excited my esteem. 

In conclusion I beg to state that it is a 
part of the original resolution that any one 
obtaining an order frém a governor will be 
supplied with vaccine matter, Believe 
me, Sir, yours in well-wishing. 

Joun Errs, M.D., 
Director of the Royal Jennerian and 
London Vaccine Institutions. 
11, Berners Street, July 25. 


VACCINE INSTITUTIONS.—TAX ON KNOWLEDGE. 
DUTY ON BOOKS. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancxrt. 

Stra,—I have read with much pleasure in 
alate number of the Westminster Heview, 
that the French government has proposed 
to that of England, a mutual exchange of all 
lite works of merit which may appear 
in each country. It must be admitted that 
this is a liberal proposal ; but it would be a 
much more generous policy to remove in toto 
the tax on foreign books. The medical 
profession is not the ‘only one that would 
derive considerable advantage from such a 
measure ; and if our government would 
abandon this onerous duty, it would facili- 
tate very much the opportunities of procur- 
ing the best continental authors, and there- 
by contribute to what has been sneeringly 
but not inaptly called ‘* the march of intel- 
lect.” This tax upon knowledge affords but 
@ paltry addition to the revenue, but it is 
yet extremely exorbitant when levied upou 
private individuals, A few weeks ago | re- 
turned from the continent, and with 
me several foreign books, a certain duty 
upon which I was of course prepared to ex- 
pect; but when passing them through the 
Custom House, I was obliged to pay the ex- 
travagant tax of a shilling per . Itis 
true that 1 had but seven shillings to pay, 
although [ had several poands weight more 
of foreign books, but I owed my escape 
either to the indifference or to the indul- 
gence of the man who searched my trunks. 
He took out a French work on Hygiéne, and 
an Italian one on medical juri: nce, with 
two or three other small ones, and these 
altogether weighing seven pounds, I was 
called on to pay seven shillings, which 
enhanced the original price of those books 
very much. 

The plan of weighing is certainly a very 
ludi and barb mode of estimating 
the value of literature; for the more pon- 
derous a book is, the more valuable and 
productive it is in the eyes of the Board of 
Customs, These censors never look at the 
esprit which a work contains, but at the 
quantity of paper or material in it ; and the 
it sg but not the wit, of a book, is thus 
made the criterion of its utility, 

This is something like a Dey of Algiers 
who made the length of an ambassador's 
beard the standard of bis wisdom and intelli- 
gence, 

Ly publishing the above you will afford 
a useful piece of information to those En- 
glish students who are now on the continent, 
and who think, as I did, that they will have 
but threepence per pound to pay on the 
importation of foreigu publications. 

1 am, Sir, yours, &e,, 


Viator. 
July, 21, 1831. 
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OSTEO SARCOMA OF THE JAW. 


SURGICAL HOSPITAL OF PISA, 
BXTIRPATION OF AN OSTEO SARCOMA OF 
THE UPPER Jaw. 

Grotta Arcnat, of Livornia, born of 
healthy parents, etat. 2¢, of nervous tem- 
nt, lived to the seventeenth year in 
perfect health. At this period, baving re- 
ceived a blow on the right cheek, she began 
to feel at the first incisor tooth of that side, 
a weak but constant pain, accompanied by 
an inconvenient sensation of cold, especially 
in drinking and breathing. By degrees 
the gums became swollen, and a small, soft, 
and circumscribed tumour, the size of a 
hazel nut, formed on the alveola of the in- 
cisor. An incision, then performed on the 
tumour, whether it was taken for an ephelis 
or a degenerated exostosis, only gave issue 
toan abundant discharge of blood, which 
the surgeon arrested by means of the nitrate 
of silver, The ted application of this 
caustic destroyed the tumour, but the pain 


remained fixed and constant in the same 


place. 

In six weeks the temour showed itself 
anew, and increased more rapidly than be- 
fore. At this period the catamenia became 


suppressed, and were replaced by hemop- 
tysis and convulsions. ‘The surgeon, after 
' having removed the tumour, contented him- 
self with cauterising the part with a con- 
centrated acid, and afterwards with the lapis 
infernalis, but the tumour again returned, 
and shortly after the patient perceived ano- 
ther at the base of the right ala nasi, which, 
though at first stationary, soon increased in 
size, and became exceedingly painful. Its 
progress in eighteen months was so great, 
that the patient was wearied of her life, and 
entered the hospital of Pisa, to undergo the 
alternative an operation presented. 

I first saw and examined her on the 6th 
April, 1831. The disease then consisted of 
a tumour situated at the right cheek, arising 
from the bone, covered by the upper lip, and 
the soft parts of the right canine fossa, hav- 
ing a large base, the volume of a common- 
sized apple, extending from the second right 
moler tooth to the left canine tooth, and 
from the gums of these teeth to the anterior 
nasal spine, and from this to the external 
surface of the jaws, tending almost exclu- 
sively to the right, to a finger’s breadth 
beneath the inferior arch of the correspond- 
ing orbit, The tumour had lifted up the 
ale nasi, depressed the cartilages to the 
left, and projected in the right nasal fossa, 
which it partly obliterated, and where it 
was covéred with the pituitory membrane. 
The teeth connected with the tumour were 
very moveable, but unaltered in colour and 
form, their gums were confounded with its 
middle part, and were deeply injected, as 
Well as the inner membrane of the upper 
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lip, to the extent of the entire disease. On 
applying the finger, it was found to be hot ia 
some soft in many points, but hard in 
others. It was not much pained by pres- 
sure; it was im:ovéable, unequal, pulsat- 
ing at its lower part, on account of the in- 
crease of calibre in the arteries of the gums, 
and it was of a raddy colour, from the quan- 
tity of blood it contained. Lancinating 
pain was occasionally endured. 

These symptoms, and the statement of 
the case, indicated decidedly an osteo sar- 
comatous affection. ‘The sound condition of 
the lymphatic glands, and of the health in 
general, the absence of slow fever, the un- 
disturbed sleep she enjoyed, the regularit 
of her catamenia, and the rarity with whick 
the hem»ptysis orconvulsions then occurred, 
all decided me to perform the operation, to 
which the patient cheerfully consented, and 
for which she was prepered by aa oily ape- 
rient. 

On the 1ith@ef April, her 
in a suitable posture, I extended and ele- 
vated the upper lip, and with an ordinary 
convex bistoury divided it along the lateral 
part of the nose, commencing immediately 
below the lower eyelid. This division of 
the soft parts covering the anterior and mid- 
die parts of the tumour facilitated the sepa- 
ration of the morbid and healthy tissues, as 
well as the dissection of the cartilages of 
the nose, and permitted me to recognise 
the precise limits of the disease. In follow- 
ing the tumour, always on the sound bone, 
I carried the bistoury on the periosteum, 
which [ cut into, and then with the gouge 
and mallet I circumscribed the tumour, first 
on the right maxillary bone, then on the 
left, and finally on the palatine vault, when 
it was entirely detached. In order to pre- 
vent the loss of blood the removal was 
effected as speedily as possible, it being a 
matter of much diffieulty to exercise effica- 
cious com ion on the arterial vessels 
distributed to the centre of the tumour, 
The hemorrhage was arrested by the appli- 
cation of the actual cautery to the points of 
attachment of the tumour. The division of 
the lip and cheek was reunited by the first 
intention,’ by means of the twisted suture ; 
and in order to support the lip at its pos- 
terior surface 1 placed charpie in the cavity 
formerly occupied by the disease. Louis’ 
hare-lip bandage completed the dressing. 

The examination of the tumour confirmed 
the diagnosis. To ascertain the parts con- 
cerned in the operation, I took, with a com- 
pass, in presence of the pupils, the dimen- 
sions of the tumour, and then applied them 
to the face of an individual of the same age 
as the patient. It was found that the bis- 
toury had been brought from close to the 
base of the ascending apophysis of the 
right maxillary bone, between the second 


> in 
ew, 
sed 
all 
year 
bat 
ea 
toto 
ical 
uld 
ha 
uld 
sili- 
re- 
gly 
tel- 
but 
t is 
pou 
re- 
uty 
ex- 
the 
ex- 
tis 
ay, 
ore 
ape 
lul- 
aks. 
and 
rith 
ese 
was 
lich 
oks 
ery 
on- 
and 
1 of 
the 
the 
the 
hus 
iers 
or’s 
elli- 
ford 
En- 
ent, 
ave 
the 
te 


576 


and firstmolar teeth, having partly opened 
the antrum of Highmore and carried away 
a part of the middle septum of the nose, 


The left maxilla was also concerned in the) 


section, between the canine and second in- 
cisor tooth, so that the alveolary arch was 
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tached, and healthy granulations were seen 
beneath. 

30. All communications between the 
mouth and the nostrils cut off ; considerable 
depression of the cheek. 

On the 12th May it was necessary to ex- 


removed with six teeth, with the inferior, tract some scales of bone belonging to the 


edge of the anterior opeving of the nostrils, | 


palatine apophysis, which retarded the heal. 


aud the corresponding anterior spine. It!ing of the wound. The cicatrix is already 


was ascertained also, that all the parts be- 
tween the palatine apophyses of both max- 
illw had been removed. 

The patient, during the operation, mani- 
fested the greatest courage, and gave no 
sign of pain, excépt on the incision of seve- 
ral threuds of the trifacial nerve. She was 
placed in a separate chamber, and intrusted 
to the care of two pupils. 

hamorrhage and inflamma- 
tion, I caused her to keep ice in her mouth, 


white, free from pain on pressure, and has 
all the characters of being permanent; the 
deformity is less than before the operation. 
The nose has resumed its natural position ; 
the nostrils are free, and no traces of the 
diséase remain, but the depression of the 
cheek aud the upper lip, which though not 
possessed of perfect freedom, still retains 
some power of motion. Her speech is lit- 
tle altered, mastication is well performed 
with the molar teeth alone. ‘The patient 
has regained her em int and complex- 


and prescribed absolute diet, cold diluents, 
and profound silence. Half an hour after 
the operation the patient complained of paiu 
in the wound, which extended to the head, 
but without any alteration of the pulse or 
convulsions. In the evening the pains in- 
creased ; pulse febrile. Bleeding to ten 
ounces was followed by a calm sleep; the 
hlood was slightly buffed. On the follow- 
ing morning no more fever, and the patient 
only complained of her drinks returning by 
the nose, though they were introduced with 
a beaked cup. At mid-day the pain re- 
turned, but was less extreme ; pulse fre- 
quent ; restlessness. At eleven p.m, she 
leaped up in » strong state of oppression, 
and evdeavoured to escape ; delirium; eyes 
motionless. and red; face flushed. Some 
laudauum was immediately given. 

Having rewuroed in an hour’s time, she 
gave me to understand that the smell of the 
dressings annoyed her, and I had them taken 
off; slight inflammation and swelling ex- 
isted iv the parts ; new dressings were put 
on, and she slept soundly till next morn- 


ing. 
. 13. Morning. No fever; she is cheerful, 
' but as there were some marks of gastric dis- 
turbance, an ounce of cream of tartar was 
given, which produced some stools. The 
peeve produced by the cauterisation discharg- 
pg a most offensive sanies, the nostrils 
were frequently injected with warm water. 
In the evening some fever and heat, dissi- 
pated by profuse diaphoresis. Ou the 14th, 
@ new dressing ; she continued well. 
. 15, The patient so cheerfully disposed 
that apprehendiag ber laughing 1 could not 
withdraw the needles. ‘The 16th, they were 


lied 


ion, and all her functions are healthfully 
performed.—Lancette Francaise. 
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M.1. D., Scarboro’. The suggestion ts a good 
one, and shall not be forgotten, but as we have no 
hope from the present parliament, it would be al- 
most useless to address the members on the subject. 
itis probable that the members of a reformed parlia- 
ment may be instrumental in the manner suggested 
with the most beneficial effects. - 

We should feel satisfaction in forwarding a private 
note to Chiron. 

A letter addressed by us to Mr. J. Jackson, Post 
Office, Nottingham, has been sent back the 
letter” department of the General Post 

ce. 

Mr. Schloss, the foreign bookseller, will shortly 
publish Parts If. and IV. of Professor Weber's 
Anatomical Atlas. 

It would afford us great pleasure to be enabled to 
comply with the wishes of our correspoudent H. M. 
of Berkshire, but opportunities like those to which 
he refers do not occur to us, We do not know of 
such @ situation as he desi and have no facilities 
for becoming acquainted with one but these which 
are open to advertisers. 

We should feel pleasure in complying with the 

uest of our friend and correspondent F. W., if 
we felt that the production he has forwarded to us 
contained any-thing which has not been already 
icated or = d din our pages. Its 
pretensions are really so yery moderate that it 
gag us to know in what terms we can speak of 
them. , 

The injary of which J. B. R. complains is —- 
of a private nature, and cannot therefore be noti 
in this Journal ; but even were it otherwise, his 
statement would not be inserted unless satisfactorily 
authenticated. 

A Dublin Medical Student has made his commu- 
nication four times as long as it ought to be to meet 
with attention, and in its present form we certauly 
cannot insert it. A plain and brief digest of the 
facts, properly authenticated, might be made public 
with advantage. 

Candid We do not know the number, but the 


taken out and adhesive plaster app 
Louis’ bandage was always kept on, A sim- 
ple injection produced one stool, by which 
@ slight Leadach was relieved. 
17, 18, and 19, as before ; 20, some pieces 
bone destroyed by the cautery were de- 


inscriptions for the Fellowship of the new College 
are so numerous, that an extra general meeting has 
been held this week to investigate the qualifications 
of candidates. 

Mr. L. Practitioner, E, R. O,, and several 
others, shall be answered privately. 

A Surgeon, Make an be 
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